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Enhanced Airport Entry Screening and Active Post-Arrival Monitoring for People 

Traveling to the United States from Mali 
 

Summary  

 

On November 13, 2014, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released a travel 

alert (Level 2) for Mali following reports of a cluster of Ebola cases in Bamako, Mali, that were 

linked to a man who had become sick in Guinea and traveled to Bamako, Mali. CDC is working 

with the government of Mali, the World Health Organization (WHO), and other partners to 

control further spread of Ebola in Mali. In addition, CDC is working with the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) to expand enhanced entry screening at U.S. airports and post-arrival 

monitoring of people whose travel originates in Mali.  

 

The purpose of this HAN Advisory is to inform public health officials and the public of the 

following additional precautions taken to reduce the risk of Ebola cases entering the United 

States from Mali:  
 

 Effective Monday, November 17, people arriving into the United States whose travel 
began in Mali are subject to the same enhanced entry screening activities, including 
health and Ebola exposure assessments that are already in place for travelers from 
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.  
 

 All travelers entering the United States from Mali are subject to the 21-day active 
post-arrival monitoring and movement protocols now in effect for travelers from 
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, with twice-daily temperature and symptom checks 
in coordination with state or local public health authorities.  

 

Background  
 

CDC is working closely with other U.S. government agencies, WHO, ministries of health, and 

other international partners in a global emergency response to the current epidemic of Ebola in 

Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. Beginning in October 2014, a series of actions were taken to 

reduce the risk of air travelers with Ebola entering the United States undetected, particularly if 

they are symptomatic. Almost all travelers from Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone to the United 

States are now routed though one of five airports (New York JFK, Newark, Washington-Dulles, 

Chicago-O'Hare, and Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson) where enhanced entry screening is conducted 

by DHS and CDC. All travelers are evaluated according to their risk level of exposure to Ebola 

while they had been in Guinea, Liberia, or Sierra Leone. Travelers also undergo active post-

arrival monitoring, which means that those without fever or symptoms consistent with Ebola 

(e.g., muscle pain, fatigue, diarrhea, vomiting), and who are not considered as high risk and 
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allowed to travel to their final destination are followed up daily by state and local health 

departments for a period lasting 21 days from the date of their departure from West Africa. 

People who are symptomatic are isolated and medically evaluated. CDC is providing assistance 

with active post-arrival monitoring to state and local health departments, including information 

on travelers arriving in their states, and upon request, is providing technical support, 

consultation, and funding.  

 

Since November 10, CDC has been working with WHO and other partners in response to reports 

of a cluster of Ebola cases in Bamako, Mali. The cluster of cases in Bamako is linked to a man 

who had traveled to Bamako after becoming sick in Guinea. Public health authorities in Mali and 

Guinea are actively investigating a number of confirmed cases of Ebola in Mali in recent days. 

CDC has deployed a team of experts to Mali to assist in the investigation and control efforts. On 

November 13, CDC released a travel alert (Warning, Level 2) recommending that travelers to 

Mali protect themselves by avoiding contact with the blood and body fluids of people who are 

sick because of the possibility such persons may be sick with Ebola.  

 

As a further precaution, CDC and the DHS have added Mali to the list of nations (i.e., Guinea, 

Liberia, Sierra Leone) for which enhanced screening and active post-arrival monitoring measures 

will be taken.  

 

Precautionary Measures Implemented: 

 Effective Monday, November 17, people arriving in the United States whose travel 
began in Mali are subject to the same enhanced entry screening activities, including 
health and Ebola exposure assessments, which are already in place for travelers from 
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.  

 In addition, all travelers entering the United States from Mali are subject to the 21-day 
active post-arrival monitoring and movement protocols now in effect for travelers from 
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, with twice-daily temperature and symptom checks in 
coordination with state or local public health authorities.  

 DHS will work with the airlines to ensure re-routing for the few travelers from Mali not 
already scheduled to land at one of the five airports in the United States (New York JFK, 
Newark, Washington-Dulles, Chicago-O’Hare, and Atlanta Jackson-Hartsfield) that are 
already performing screening on passengers from Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.  

 

The District of Columbia requests that physicians call the Department of Health Division of 

Epidemiology – Disease Surveillance and Investigation to discuss all patients being considered 

for Ebola Virus infections. Between 8:15 am – 4:45 pm an epidemiologist may be reached at 

202-442-8141. Afterhours an epidemiologist may be reached by calling 1-844-493-2652, self-

identifying as a health care provider, and asking to speak with the Department of Health 

epidemiologist concerning Ebola. 

 

The District of Columbia Department of Health requests that physicians report suspected 

cases of Ebola Virus (and other viral hemorrhagic fevers such as Lassa, Lujo, Marburg virus 

and Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever) to the Department of Health (DOH). To report data, 

please use the Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Communicable 

Disease Report Form and fax the form to DOH at (202) 442-8060. 

 

 

http://doh.dc.gov/publication/communicable-disease-case-report-form
http://doh.dc.gov/publication/communicable-disease-case-report-form
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For More Information: 

 For additional information about the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, visit CDC’s website 
at http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/  

 Updated information and health care protocols can be found on the District of Columbia 
Department of Health’s Ebola website 

 
 

Sincerely,  

 
John O. Davies-Cole, PhD, MPH  

State Epidemiologist 

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/
http://doh.dc.gov/page/ebola-information
http://doh.dc.gov/page/ebola-information

