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	Metropolitan Washington Regional Ryan White Planning Council
Meeting Minutes

	Standing Committee
	Planning Council

	Meeting Title - Type
	Monthly Meeting

	Date / Time
	December 19, 2013
	5:00pm-8:00pm

	Location/Room
	441 4th Street, NW Rm. 1107 Washington DC


	ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL

	Planning Council Members
	Present
	Absent
	Planning Council Members
	Present
	Absent

	Austin, Toby
	
	EA
	Hixon,  O. Xavier 
	x
	

	Bailey, Steve
	x
	
	Hoover, David
	x
	

	Bailous, Stephen
	x
	
	Jackson, Herbert
	x
	

	Bishop, Henry
	x
	
	Kelly, Renee
	x
	

	Black, Ralph
	Resigned
	Marachelian, Alis
	x
	

	Brown, James
	x
	
	Moore, Tarsha
	x
	

	Callahan, Keith
	x
	
	Morrow, Lora
	
	x

	Cameron, Martha
	
	EA
	Pilskaya, Anna
	Resigned

	Cauthen, Melvin
	x
	
	Purdy, David
	Resigned

	Chinn, Barbara
	
	EA
	Roberts-Njoku, Cornett
	x
	

	Davis, Reginald
	Resigned
	Santirosa, Yolanda
	Resigned

	Deely, Maureen
	x
	
	Scheraga, Ronald
	x
	

	Dunnington, Geno
	
	x
	Schlosberg, Claudia
	
	x

	Fischer, Mark
	Resigned
	Scruggs, Linda
	Resigned

	Fon, Shella
	x
	
	Smith, E. Robert
	x
	

	Franks-Dunbar, Sharon
	
	x
	Smith, Tyranny
	x
	

	Frazier, Debra
	x
	
	Solan-Pegler, Nicolette
	x
	

	Goforth, Justin
	x
	
	Spears-Johnson, Dedra
	
	x

	Hawkins, Patricia
	x
	
	Swanda, Ron
	x
	

	Administrative Agent Representatives
	Present
	Absent
	Administrative Agent Representatives
	Present
	Absent

	Agar, Tim
	
	x
	Ramey, Devi
	x
	

	Puranik, Rashmi
	x
	
	Simmons, Michelle
	
	x

	Logistical/Technical Support
	
	
	Logistical/Technical Support
	
	

	Harris, Sharron
	x
	
	
	
	

	Hargrove, Javonnia
	x
	
	
	
	


	HAHSTA Staff
	Present
	Absent
	PC Staff
	Present
	Absent

	Britanik, Justin
	
	x
	Baker, Rochelle
	x
	

	Frison, Lawrence
	
	x
	Lamont Clark
	x
	

	Fortune, Ebony
	x
	
	
	
	

	Kharfen, Michael
	x
	
	
	
	

	Guests

	Brandon Nichols
	Bobbie Smith
	Wallace Corbett
	Marco Zurita

	Ben  Maramara
	Kermit Turner
	Chloe Gross
	Paul S.

	Mike Reams
	Achim Howard
	Julie Riddle
	

	Karen Blanton
	Tessa McKenzie
	Lakisa Blocker
	


	HIGHLIGHTS

	· Chair Report
· Presentation – Hep C Studies at NIH

· Grantee Report
· Motion – 75/25 Waiver
· Jurisdictional Reports


	AGENDA

	Item 
	Discussion

	Public Comment
	There were no Public Comments made during the Public Comment period.

	Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order by Stephen Bailous, Chair at 5:49 pm and he asked everyone to introduce him or herself for the record. 

	Review and Approval of the Agenda
	It was moved to change the order of the agenda; move item #10 to follow the PC Chair Report and move item #9 under item #5, The Grantee Report.
It was moved by Keith Callahan and seconded by Robert Smith to approve the agenda as amended. 
The decision to approve the agenda as amended was unanimous.  

	Review and Approval of the Minutes
	It was moved by James Brown and seconded by Ronald Scheraga to approve the November 2013 Minutes. 

The minutes were approved by consensus with 1 abstentions and none Opposed. 

	Chair Report
	Code of Conduct Reminder

Debra Frazier reminded Planning Council members that it is inappropriate to intimidate or threaten Council members because of their stand on decisions. She stated that there are consequences for this type of behavior, the committee was encouraged to respect everyone’s opinion and work in a spirit of cooperation.
Welcome Justin Goforth, Community Co-Chair
Mr. Bailous along with other Council members welcomed Justin Goforth as the new Community Co-Chair.  In addition, Mr. Bailous wished everyone a Happy Holiday season.
HIV Cure News - $100 million Pledge to Research
Mr. Goforth announced that the Obama administration has pledged $100 million to fund new research on treatment for AIDS and HIV. 

New Hep C Treatments Approved

Mr. Goforth provided information that reflected the treatment for Hep C genotype 1, which is the most common genotype found in the USA.  The discussion began with the traditional treatment to date, followed by a discussion on the Protease Inhibitor Treatment; Boceprevir and Telaprevir approved by the FDA in 2011 and how it works as well as its side effects.  Next, he discussed the newest Hep C Treatment; Simeprevir and Sofosbuvir approved by the FDA in November 2013 and how these two drugs work and their side effects.  He noted that there are clinical trials being conducted using Sofosbuvir and Simeprevir in combination.  Mr. Goforth ended by discussing the new three drug combination phase II trials which is the first study to include HIV co-infected HCV patients. There is a 90-100% cure rate so far.

	Special Presentation
	Marco Zurita, Outreach Liaison Partnership for Access to Clinical Trials (PACT), NIH provided information about clinical trial studies currently being conducted at the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  Mr. Zurita highlighted the following studies being conducted at NIH:
· Characterization and Management of Patients with HIV-1 Infections Who Experience Virologic Failure Despite Combination Antiretroviral Therapy

· Clinical Outcomes of patients with HIV Acquired in Early Life

· A Cohort Observation Study Evaluating the Incidence and Immunopathogensis of Immune Reconstitution Syndrome (IRIS) in HIV-1 Infected Patients with CD4 Count less or equal to 100 Cells/microL who are Initiating Antiretroviral Therapy
· Leukapheresis Procedures to Study HIV-Specific Immunity

· A Pilot , TolerabiStudy of Hepatic Fibrosis in HIV/AIDS Patients with Chronically Elevated Transaminases on Antiretroviral Therapy

· Effect of Early Antiretroviral Therapy on Maintenance of Immune Cell Function

· A pilot Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of Multiple Anti-HCV Combination Therapy in Chronically Infected Hepatitis C Patients who are Naïve or Null Responders to Peg-interferon Alpha Based Therapy

· An Open Label Trial to Assess Safety, Tolerability, and Efficacy of the Fixed Dose Combination of GS-7977 and GS-5885 in HCV Genotype 1 Subjects Coinfected with HIV

· A Double Blind Randomized Placebo Controlled Study Examining the Effects of a Non-absorbable (Rifaximin) Antibiotic on the Chronic Immune Activation Observed in HIV-infected Subjects

· A Phase 1 Randomized Double-Blind, Placebo-COntroleed Study of a Multi-Antigen DNA Vaccine Delivered by In Vivo Electroporation, rVSV Booster Vaccine in HIV-Infected Patients Who Began Antireviral Therapy During Acute/Early Infection

Mr. Zurita noted criteria for participation in studies. For example, one study requires a screening visit, physical exam, laboratory tests, abdominal CT and a liver biopsy. In addition, he noted the length of studies and he stated that transportation will be provided for participants.  Mr. Zurita described participants’ conditions after taking medications in some of the studies as being positive.  Mr. Zurita and Chloe Gross provided contact information for people that are interested in participating in the studies.

	Grantee Report
	Monthly Grantee Report

Ebony Fortune reported that the Monthly Grantee Report shows that the rate of expected expenditures is 66.7% at this point in the grant year; however, reported expenses are at 57.4%.
Close- Out 

Ms. Fortune reported that HAHSTA is in the process of closing out grant awards.

Other Discussion

Ms. Fortune noted that Lawrence Frison provided copies of the list of organizations that received funds to be navigators in DC under the Affordable Care Act to BCA for distribution. Sharron Harris noted that she received the document and that she will email it to members.
Action Item #1:  Sharron Harris will email the list of organizations that received funds to be navigators in DC under the Affordable Care Act to Council members.
75/25 Waiver

Ms. Fortune provided a presentation on the Program Core Medical Services Waiver: Application Requirements. She began by noting that the purpose of the wavier is to address the 75/25 rule, and it is part of the Title XXVI Public Health Service Act.  The statue grants the Health and Human Services Secretary the authority to waive the rule.  She noted that the program imposes two criteria for waiver eligibility: (1) no waiting lists for AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) services; and (2) core medical services are available to all individuals identified and eligible for Ryan White service.
The waiver must include the following components: (1) Letter from Part B program indicating no ADAP waitlist; (2) Evidence that all Core Medical Services are available and accessible within 30 days for all individuals identified and eligible for Ryan White services; (3) Evidence of a public process; (4) A Narrative of Up to 10 pages describing the following 
The two ways to submit the application waiver are: (1) With the annual Ryan White Part A application, and (2) Prior to the grant application (can be within 4 months of the grant year for which the waiver is being requested). 
The waiver application process is as follows:

· HRSA has eight (8) weeks from receipt of the waiver application to respond with approval or denial.

· Waivers are effective for the grant period approved. Subsequent grant periods require a new waiver application. 

· You can submit the waiver with the annual application or submit the waiver prior to submitting the application.

· If you submit the waiver and it is approved, the Planning Council does not have to use it if circumstances change. 

If approved, the next steps are to: (1) Convene a small workgroup (public process); (2) Develop the methodology for waiver submission; (3) Decide on the waiver percentage request, and (4) Submit the waiver request prior to the next grant year.
Mr. Bailous noted that HRSA recommended that the Council apply for the waiver. Also, he noted that other jurisdictions have applied for the wavier.
Motion

Mr. Bailous brought the motion to request the Council to pursue the 75/25 Waiver option forward as moved by FOAC.  

Motion #1: The Grantee (HAHSTA) would like to work in collaboration with the Ryan White Planning Council in order to develop a 75/25 Waiver Application to be submitted to HRSA.  Mr. Bailous added that the motion asks the Council to form a workgroup to develop a 75/25 Waiver Application.

The committee members asked several questions. Their major concern related to how the waiver could potentially affect Virginia as it relates to the ADAP waiting list requirement component and the core support services. 

It was moved by Mr. Scheraga and 2nd by Ron Swanda to lay the question on the table. 
VOTE:

Approve – 18;Oppose-2; Abstain – 0

The Motion is Tabled. 

	Jurisdictional Reports
	District of Columbia & West Virginia

Mr. Bailous directed everyone to review District of Columbia and West Virginia’s Reports in the binder. Ms. Fortune noted that she did not have any additions to the reports.
Suburban Maryland
Mr. Bailous directed the Committee to review Suburban Maryland’s Report in the binder.  Devi Ramey noted that there were some discrepancies between Suburban Maryland data and the FOAC spreadsheet.  Most likely the discrepancies are based on the FOAC spreadsheet’s, which shows 7 month allocation versus Suburban Maryland’s data, which shows 12 month allocation. 
Northern VA
Mr. Bailous directed the Committee to review Northern Virginia’s Report in the binder.  Rashmi Puranik noted that she did not have any additions to the report.

	Standing Committee Minutes & Updates
	Bylaws, Policies & Procedures

Mr. Scheraga reported that the committee established a timeline for obligations for the grantee and the Council for tracking what and when documents are due.  The committee anticipants that the timeline document will be finalized and submitted to Planning Council Staff by December 31, 2013 for their review.
Membership

Debra Frazier thanked the Planning Council members for submitting their application for re-appointment. All applicants have been ranked, and interviews will start in January.  She reminded the Council that the committee is still recruiting people, and she urged people to continue distributing brochures in the community.  
Consumer Access

Mr. Callahan reported that the committee is looking forward to restarting the DC PLWHA meetings in January 2014.  Also, he urged consumers to attend the Consumer Access meetings.
Needs Assessment & Comprehensive Planning (NACP)
Nicolette Solan-Pegler reported that the committee met on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 by conference call.  A task force led by Donna Marshall was established to finalize the survey questions; however, a quorum was not present to vote on the final survey.  Ms. Solan-Pegler plans to ask members to vote by email so that the survey can be finalized by the January 14, 2014 meeting.   The committee is planning to conduct a pilot of the survey process by the end of January and administer the actual survey in February through March 2014.

Care Strategies and Coordination of Standards (CSCS)

Dr. Hawkins reported that the committee met on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 by conference call. The committee’s main focus was on the roundtable.  The committee decided to move the roundtable to February 11, 2014 in order to allow providers more time to experience the new model so that they can discuss what is or is not working.  In addition, Dr. Hawkins brought the “Knock Out” issue to the Council’s attention as several members have been attacked.

Fiscal Oversight & Allocations (FOAC)
A report was not provided.  

	2013 Planning Council Meeting Calendar
	Mr. Bailous reminded the committee that calendars are located in the binder under Tab #8.  Also, he advised the committee to pay attention to the reminder notices as meetings are subject to change.

	ANNOUNCEMENTS

	· None

	Handouts

	Agenda dated 12/19/2013
Minutes dated 11/21/2013
Grantee/DC Fiscal Report
FOAC Spreadsheet

NOVA Regular FOAC Report through October 31, 2013

NOVA MAI FOAC Report through October 31, 2013

NOVA FOAC Spreadsheets

NOVA Client Utilization

Suburban Maryland Regular and MAI FOAC Report through October 31, 2013

Suburban Maryland FOAC Spreadsheets
Suburban Maryland – Regular: Actual Expenses Incurred through October 31, 2013

Suburban Maryland Client Utilization

Motion – 75/25 Waiver
Program Core Medical Services Waiver: Application Requirements Presentation
December 2013 Standing Committee Minutes
2014 Planning Council Calendars

	ACTION ITEMS – Open

	#
	Item 
	Assigned To
	Date Assigned
	Due Date
	Status

	1. 
	Email the list of organizations that received funds to be navigators in DC under the Affordable Care Act to Council members
	Sharron Harris
	12/19/2013
	12/20/2013
	Open

	2. 
	Provide copies of the provider list in DC at the next Council meeting.
	Lawrence Frison
	11/21/2013
	12/19/2013
	Open

	3. 
	Provide an electronic copy of the Virginia’s Steps to Medicaid document to Planning Council staff for distribution in next month Council binder.
	David Hoover
	11/21/2013
	12/19/2013
	Open

	4. 
	The Bylaws Committee will review other Planning Council’s nomination process and provide recommendations to the Metropolitan Washington Regional Ryan White Planning Council at the October 30, 2013 meeting.
	Cornett Roberts-Njoku
	9/26/2013
	10/30/2013
	Open


	MOTIONS

	#
	Motion
	Motioned By
	2nd  By
	Approved By

	1 
	So moved that the Grantee (HAHSTA) would like to work in collaboration with the Ryan White Planning Council in order to develop a 75/25 Waiver Application to be submitted to HRSA.  
	Ron Scheraga
	Ron Swanda
	VOTE:

In Favor-18; Oppose-2; Abstain-1
THE MOTION is TABLED


	MEETING Adjourned
	Meeting adjourned

	
NEXT MEETING
	January 30, 2013 at 5:00 pm
Location: 
441 4th Street, NW
Rm. 1107
Washington, DC. 20001
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