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that we’re nearly finished 
and we should have our 
own updated regulatory 
documents soon.

On a less pedantic note, 
we’ve also resurrected our 
own regulatory activity; 
investigating multiple practice 
complaints, resuming hospital 
inspections, and formulating 
best practices.  The latter is 
critical, and we would heartily 
welcome your input.  We are 
also updating our website, 
one that is easier to navigate 
and more user-friendly. 

You may have noticed that 
renewing your own license 
was a little different this year 
and, I hope, easier than in 
the past.  While we had a 
few problems with the on-
line program, I believe all 
of these have been worked 
out following its maiden 
voyage last January.  

For the first time, too, 
we are solidifying CE 
requirements for District 
veterinarians.  (Take a look 
at article on page 2.)  We 
will now require 36 hours 
of continuing education 
credits every two years.  
This is in line with the 
Association of American 
Veterinary Medical Colleges 
(AAVMC) guidelines, 

Gary Weitzman, DVM, MPH

and is pretty judicious 
in the hours required.

Finally, and most 
significantly, is the 
commissioning of the last 
three professional members 
of the Board.  You’ll see 
member bios inside this 
newsletter, but I hope you’ll 
come and meet them and 
the rest of the Board in 
person on the 3rd Thursday 
of every month at 10:00 
am on the 10th floor of 717 
14th St, NW.  And by all 
means participate.  This is 
your chance to be in at the 
ground floor of progress and 
potential in the regulation 
and professional excellence 
of practice in the District.  

   

Letter from the Chair

It’s almost been a year.  A 
year since the DC Board of 
Veterinary Examiners was 
reconvened after an absence 
of almost two years.  The 
board has been very busy.  
For the first time in years, 
we have a full quorum of 
professional and consumer 
members on the Board.  And 
I’m proud to say that not a 
single member of the Board 
has missed one session 
this year!  We cordially 
encourage veterinarians 
to come to our monthly 
meetings and participate.

So what have we been 
up to this year?  First of all, 
you’re reading some of it.  
This is the second edition of 
the first newsletter the Board 
has ever published.  I think 
it is instrumental in bringing 
critical news to professionals 
in our community.  Hopefully, 
it’s informative and even 
provocative in raising issues 
that should be essential 
to our profession.  

Updating the veterinary 
regulations isn’t easy.  Sifting 
through hundreds of legal 
pages, cross-referencing 
the regs and statutes, and 
dissecting out and updating 
content and language takes 
time.  But I’m happy to say 

   
   

   
Gary Weitzman, DVM, MPH
Chairperson
Board of Veterinary Examiners
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DC BOARD OF VETERINARY EXAMINERS

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENT

The Board of Veterinary Examiners requires all licensed veterinarians to 
complete a minimum of 36 hours of approved continuing education (CE) 

every two years.   Ten hours can be approved through on-line CE courses.  The 
Veterinary Practice Statutes require that continuing education hours must be earned 
by attending courses sponsored by approved organizations.  Applicants must 
maintain records of completion of this coursework for a period of 4 years.  

Approved sources of CE include:  the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA), American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA), DC Academy, Specialty 
Board Conferences, and other RACE and American Association of Veterinary State 
Boards (AAVSB) -approved organizations.  

RACE, or Registry of Approved Continuing Education, is the national 
clearinghouse for approval of CE providers and their programs.  All RACE-
approved providers and programs are listed on the website (www.aavsb.org/RACE/
RACEHome). 

For questions about whether or not a specific CE offering is approved, please 
contact the Veterinary Medical Board.

Looking for CE in the DC metro area?  No time to leave town?  Check out these 
great sources for approved forms of continuing education in the area:

• DC Academy (http://www.dcavm.org/index.htm) DC Academy offers 10 
seminars per program year, usually held the first Thursday of the month. 
Meetings are held at: THE ELKS LODGE in Fairfax, Virginia.  Each seminar 
provides a maximum of 6 hours of continuing education credit.  

• VMA.CE Online, the American Society of Veterinary Medical Association 
Executives’ education delivery system offers online course for continuing 
education credit and professional development.

• VIN (Veterinary Information Network) offers members and non-member 
veterinarians high-quality educational courses. Courses are online and 
are taught by leading specialists. VIN’s course offerings are comparable in 
scope to those of veterinary schools and have 3 main components. Real-
time sessions are held, usually for two hours once weekly, in the VIN Unity 
conferencing center. Course participants log in for a live interactive session 
with the instructors. These sessions are logged for future study and to ensure 
participants unable to attend at the actual time of the session will have access 
to all materials from their course. In addition to the real-time sessions, each 
course has a library of course materials, including such resources as handouts, 
slide shows, and movies. Each course also has an interactive message board 
for an ongoing dialogue between participants and instructors on the course 
material.  For more information contact VIN at CEonVIN@vin.com.

 Other resources for continuing education: 
• Local Veterinary Boards  

Maryland: http://www.mda.state.md.us/animal_health/vetboard/index.php
Virginia:  http://www.dhp.state.va.us/Vet/

• Local Veterinary Referral Specialists. Many offer lectures that count for CE.

• National Pharmaceutical Companies.  Many offer CE in line with the promotion 
of their products.

Upcoming
Board Meetings

THE BOARD MEETS ON THE 

“THIRD THURSDAY” 

OF EVERY MONTH

at 717  14th St., NW, 10th Floor, 

Washington,  DC  20005

Open Session is at 10:00 am.

Verification 
of Licensure

Licensing authorities and 
some health facilities 
often require a letter of 
verification of the current 
or previously held licenses.  
These letters of verification 
are sometimes called 
“letters of good standing,” 
even though the DC 
license may have expired. 

To receive a letter 
of good standing:

If the jurisdiction or 
institution provides a form, 
forward the form, with a 
check or money order 
payable to “DC Treasurer” 
in the amount of thirty-
four dollars ($34.00) to:

DC Board of
Veterinary Examiners
825 North Capitol St., NE
Suite 8001
Washington, DC 20002

Be sure to include name 
and address where the 
form is to be sent.

If the jurisdiction or 
institution does not 
provide a form, please 
send a note requesting a 
letter of verification.  The 
note should include both 
the name of the person 
requesting the verification 
and the name and address 
of the recipient.  Please 
enclose a check or money 
order (for $34.00 payable) 
to “DC Treasurer.”
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PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION PARTICIPATION

DOH, DEFHR, HSUS, AND U.S. ARMY VETERINARIANS 
AID HORSES IN DISTRESS  

DC Department of Health 
(DOH) was honored to 
participate in the 56th 
Presidential Inauguration 
on January 20, 2009.  The 
Animal Disease Prevention 
Division’s efforts to prevent 
and control the spread 
of zoonoses during the 
Inaugural period was four-
fold:  

Conducting syndromic • 
surveillance in the 
licensed DC Animal 
Facilities (animal shelters 
and veterinary clinics—
many thanks to all who 
participated!);
Receiving and reviewing • 
health certificates and 
conducting health check 
inspections of horses 
imported to the District for 
the parade;
Patrolling the parade route • 
for any animal-related 
problems; and 
Preparing for the • 
protection, sheltering, and 
evacuation of animals 
in case of a natural or 
man-made disaster or 
emergency.
In preparation for the 

parade and other events, the 
Animal Disease Prevention 
Division reached out to its 
partners in the community to 
formulate a comprehensive 
plan to carry out its mission 
during the Inaugural 
Period.  Partners included 
the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS), the 
Washington Humane Society 
(WHS), Days End Farm 
Horse Rescue (DEFHR), 
Humane Equine Aid and 
Rapid Transport (HEART), 
and the US Army Veterinary 

One horse experienced colic; another kicked into the grill and winch 
of a truck, and her hind legs became badly entangled.

(continued on bottom of page 4)
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Services.  In addition to these 
partners, DOH called upon 
the signatories of the Greater 
Metropolitan Washington 
Area Memorandum of 
Understanding for Animal 
Services to activate the 
mutual aid agreement 
adopted by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of 
Government (MWCOG) Board 
of Directors on May 8, 2002.

Thanks to the hard work of 
DOH staff and partners, very 

few animal-related problems 
were reported, and all were 
quickly resolved.  Humane 
Society of the United States 
(HSUS) volunteers patrolled 
routes between Human Aid 
Stations, keeping an eye out 
for animals in need of water, 
warmth, and rest.

DOH, Days End Farm 
Horse Rescue (DEFHR),  
HSUS, and U.S. Army 
Veterinarians came to 
the aid of two horses in 

distress.  The first horse 
was experiencing colic; 
veterinarians and DOH 
staff were able to treat and 
stabilize the horse prior to the 
beginning of the parade. The 
horse recovered and, much 
to the pleasure of her rider, 
was able to participate in the 
parade.  

The second horse kicked 
into the grill and winch of a 
truck.  Her hind legs became 
badly entangled, and she 

went down on her head and 
neck, with her hindquarters 
raised approximately two feet 
in the air.  The presentation 
was grim, but fast response, 
team work, and ingenuity 
on the part of responders 
enabled the team to remove 
the winch from the truck 
and free the horse’s legs.  
The horse was taken away 
by ambulance for further 
treatment, but has since 
made a full recovery.

(continued from page 3)

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION PARTICIPATION

Did you know the District 
of Columbia is home to 

approximately 148,000 dogs 
and 167,000 cats, many of 
which have never seen a 
veterinarian?  Did you know, 
in 2008, the DC Department 
of Health tested 402 wild 
and domestic animals for 
rabies and found 49 positive 
specimens, including 6 cats?

The DC Department of 
Health conducts annual free 
vaccination clinics in each 
ward of the District to ensure 
that dog and cat owners can 
protect their pets and families 
from zoonotic diseases. 

To volunteer, call us at 
(202) 535-2508.

DC DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ANNUAL FREE VACCINATION CLINIC

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
DOH is seeking volunteers from the veterinary community to participate in our vaccination clinics 

(such as the one above) by administering vaccinations and providing much needed education about 

responsible pet ownership.  

This year’s clinics will be held on Saturdays in May and June.  

For dates and further details, please contact Molly Lunaris at:    (202) 535-2508 
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OPEN HOUSE

MEET BOARD MEMBER CANDACE ASHLEY, DVM

MEET BOARD MEMBER JULIE TERESA GARNIER, DVM

Candace Ashley, DVM, graduated from the Tuskegee University’s School of Veterinary 

Medicine in 1977.  As a Veterinarian with 32 years of experience in treating small 

animals—cats and dogs—she continues operating the Animal Clinic of Anacostia primarily 

serving the Southeast and Southwest sectors of Washington, DC.

Dr. Ashley’s practice has offered a range of services which include well animal care. She 

has worked in Montgomery Country, Prince George’s County and Washington, DC.  For ten 

years she practiced emergency medicine at Beltway Emergency Animal Hospital. 

She has offered valuable advice to the public via the “Ask Dr. Kind” column of Kind News 

published by the Humane Society of the United States (http://www.kindnews.org/drkind.

asp).

In her practice, she highlights well animal care for dogs and cats and advances 

preventive care. She is a strong advocate for spaying and neutering, and she encourages 

owners to be well informed in the ways of animal guardianship. 

Dr. Ashley’s interests include reading on various subjects, gardening and her own 

animals which include three cats and two dogs.

Zoology from San Diego State 
University.  She graduated 
from the Tuskegee University 
School of Veterinary Medicine 
in May 1994.  She has held 
positions at Zoo Atlanta 
and the San Diego Zoo.  
Her specialty is exotics, 

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN
POSITION  

DC DOH is currently seeking 
a part-time veterinarian to 
serve as the District’s Chief 
Public Health Veterinary 
Medical Officer.  The 
incumbent oversees the 
animal facility inspection 
program and conducts 
inspections, and performs 
other tasks in support 
of the Animal Disease 
Prevention Division. For 
more information about this 
position, please contact 
Peggy Keller at:

   (202) 535-2188 

zoo animals and wildlife 
medicine.  She has also 
worked at the Chesapeake 
wildlife sanctuary.  

In 1994, she moved to the 
metropolitan DC area and 
started a career as a small 
animal/exotic practitioner at 
various practices.  She then 
started her own house call 
practice named IGZOTIK.

She began her government 
career in 2000 starting 
as a Laboratory Animal 
Veterinarian for the National 
Institutes of Health.  She 
then migrated to the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service 
(USDA APHIS) as the Import 
Specialist for avian, exotic 
and zoo animals for National 
Center for Import and Export.  

She currently works 
at the Food and Drug 
Administration/Center for 
Veterinary Medicine (FDA/

CVM) in the Division of 
Surveillance. She still 
practices as a relief 
veterinarian at various 
practices in the DC metro 
area.  

Dr. Garnier has a strong 
passion for architecture.  She 
has renovated several homes 
in the DC metro area and is a 
licensed real estate agent in 
DC, MD and VA.    

She has been a resident 
in the District of Columbia 
since 2003.  She shares her 
home in Brightwood with her 
partner Charlene, and her 
children Jourdan D’Jalma 
Garnier, 5 years old; and 
Scarlette Jordan Garnier, 
under 2 years old; and 
Zorro Garnier, their 4 year 
old French Bulldog.  She is 
on the Board for Rainbow 
Families DC.  

In her spare time she 
loves to travel, especially 
internationally, and entertain.  

Julie Teresa Garnier, DVM, 
is a veterinarian licensed in 
Maryland, Virginia and the 
District of Columbia. A native 
of Los Angeles, California, 
she attended the University 
of California, Santa Barbara. 
She received her B.S. in 

Julie Teresa Garnier, DVM
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EXPEDITE YOUR LICENSE
Please be sure to have your entire application is filled 
out and signed. You must provide “official” supporting 
documentation to any and all application questions and/
or statements that require a detailed explanation.   

•   Official court documents of final case dispositions for 
any felonies or misdemeanors that you incurred (i.e., a 
defendant, in any state or country)

•   Malpractice case dispositions should include a case 
number, jurisdiction, year, all the defendant names, 
all plaintiff names, a brief summary of the case, and 
final disposition, such as judgment dollar amount, 
dismissed with or without prejudice, or settlement 
dollar amount—this information must be sent with your 
application.

•   To use HPLA’s website to check and verify a license, 
go to:    www.hpla.doh.dc.gov

DOG  LICENSING
VETERINARIANS TO ISSUE  LICENSES

Recent legislation allows DC Veterinarians to issue 
DC Dog Licenses through their clinics.  The new 
law allows licenses to be issued by any DC licensed 
veterinarian, and allows the veterinarian to charge an 
additional $2 to cover their administrative costs.  

By law, every dog over four months of age is 
required to be vaccinated against rabies and 
distemper and licensed.  DOH can issue citations and 
fines to dog owners who do not license their dogs.  
Help your clients comply with the licensing law by 
issuing licenses during wellness check-ups.  For 
more information, please contact Molly Lunaris at:

 (202) 535-2508

BOARD-RELATED TERMS THAT VETERINARY EXAMINERS 
LICENSEES SHOULD KNOW

NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OR CONSENT DECREE:  A voluntary agreement entered into by the board and a 
respondent (person disciplined) in lieu of hearing for violation of the District’s laws or regulations.

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION: A document requested by the board and prepared by the Office of the Attorney 
General which places a licensee on notice that he or she is being charged with violating one of the District of 
Columbia’s laws or regulations. It will give a summary of the evidence which justifies taking the proposed action. The 
document also contains information about how to request a hearing.

Licensees sometimes forget to inform the Board of Veterinary Examiners of a move or name 
change. If the correct address is not on file, the renewal form may not be received. 
All name and address changes must be submitted in writing to our office within 30 days of 
the change. Please include name, address, Social Security number, and license number, 
if known. For a name change, please enclose a copy of the certifi cate of marriage, divorce 
decree, or court order that authorizes the change. 
Fax the request to (202) 535-1359, or mail the request to:

DC Board of Veterinary Examiners 
Attn:  Address/Name Change
825 North Capitol St., NE
Suite 8001
Washington, DC 20002

WHEN YOU MOVE (OR CHANGE YOUR NAME)

WE CORDIALLY ENCOURAGE VETERINARIANS 
TO COME TO OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS, AND PARTICIPATE!  

THE BOARD MEETS ON THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH, 
AT 10:00 AM, ON THE 10TH FLOOR OF 717 14TH ST, NW.

(1 and 1/2 blocks from Metro Center)  

WORKSHOP

DOCUMENTATION 
AND 

RECORD KEEPING 
FOR CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES

May 12, 2009
10:00 am - 12 noon 

717  14th Street, NW
10th Floor Boardroom

R.S.V.P.
Mavis Azariah

(202) 442-2782
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ACCORDING TO SECTION 3315.1 OF TITLE 17 OF THE DCMR, 
THE BOARD OF VETERINARY EXAMINERS 

MAY TAKE THE FOLLOWING 
ACTIONS AFTER INVESTIGATION OF A COMPLAINT:

FILING A COMPLAINT WITH THE BOARD

To file a complaint against a licensed DC Veterinarian submit a letter of complaint that includes copies of the 
pertinent documents.  The letter must also include the complainant’s address and other contact information so that 
the complainant may be contacted as necessary and notified of any findings.

    Mail the complaint to:

    DC Board of Veterinary Examiners
    825 North Capitol St., NE
    Suite 8001
    Washington, DC 20002

If the complaint alleges unlicensed activity, mail the complaint to:

    Supervisory Investigator
    Suite 1000
    717 14th Street, NW
    Washington DC 20005

  Or fax the complaint about unlicensed activity to (202) 724-8677.

PLEASE NOTE:  THE COMPLAINT FORM IS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE AT WWW.HPLA.DOH.DC.GOV

Please be advised that the health professional licensing boards do not have jurisdiction over fee disputes, except 
for billing for services that were not provided. If there is a fee dispute with a health professional, seek redress 
through the civil courts.

·  Revoke or suspend a license, certification, registration, or privilege;

·  Reprimand the holder of a license, certificate, registration, or privilege;

·  Impose a civil fine; 

·  Require a course of remediation;

·  Require a period of probation;

·  Refuse to renew a license, certificate, or registration for any cause 
other than failure to pay the required renewal fee.

 
To  use our  website  to  check and veri fy  a  l icense,  go to:    w w w.hpla.doh.dc.gov

BOARD 
ORDERS

2008 - 2009

TO DATE, 

THERE HAVE BEEN

NO BOARD ACTIONS 

AGAINST 

VETERINARY 

EXAMINERS 

LICENSEES.
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