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PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE DEFINITIONS

Normal/Routine Maintenance and Minor Repairs

Cyclical, planned work activities funded through the annual budget cycle, done to continue or achieve
either the originally anticipated life of a fixed asset (i.e., buildings and fixed equipment), or an
established suitable level of performance. Normal/routine maintenance is performed on capital assets
such as buildings and fixed equipment to help them reach their originally anticipated life. Deficiency
items are low in cost to correct and are normally accomplished as part of the annual operation and
maintenance (O&M) funds. Normal/routine maintenance excludes activities that expand the capacity of
an asset, or otherwise upgrade the asset to serve needs greater than, or different from those originally
intended.

Predictive Maintenance/Testing/Inspection

Routine maintenance, testing, or inspection performed to anticipate failure using specific methods and
equipment, such as vibration analysis, thermographs, x-ray or acoustic systems to aid in determining
future maintenance needs. For example, tests to locate thinning piping, fractures or excessive
vibrations that are indicative of maintenance requirements.

Planned or Programmed Maintenance

Includes those maintenance tasks whose cycle exceeds one year. Examples of planned or programmed
maintenance are painting, flood coating of roofs, overlays and seal coating of roads and parking lots,
pigging of constricted utility lines and similar functions.

Preventative Maintenance

A planned, controlled program of periodic inspection, adjustment, cleaning, lubrication and/or selective
parts replacement of components, and minor repair, as well as performance testing and analysis
intended to maximize the reliability, performance, and lifecycle of building systems, equipment,
Reactive and non-emergency corrective work activities that occur in the current budget cycle or annual
program. Activities may range from unplanned maintenance of a nuisance nature requiring low levels of
skill for correction, to non-emergency tasks involving a moderate to major repair or correction requiring
skilled labor, etc. Preventive maintenance consists of many check point activities on items that if
disabled, may interfere with an essential installation operation, endanger life or property, or involve
high cost or long lead time for replacement.

Emergency Maintenance

Unscheduled work that requires immediate action to restore services, to remove problems that could
interrupt activities, or to protect life and property.

Unscheduled/Unplanned Maintenance

Reactive and non-emergency corrective work activities that occur in the current budget cycle or annual
program. Activities may range from unplanned maintenance of a nuisance nature requiring low levels of
skill for correction, to non-emergency tasks involving a moderate to major repair or correction requiring
skilled labor.



