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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON REGIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES PLANNING COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 
64 New York Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

November 18, 2008 

Council Members Present Absent Administrative Agents Present Absent 

Corbett, Wallace 

Chair X  Alston, Jon X 

 

Bishop, Henry X  Friend, Judith phone  

Cooke, Robert X  Ramey, Devi phone  

Dunnington, Geno phone  Simmons, Michelle phone  
 
Fischer, Mark X  HAA   

Hawkins, Pat (Dr.) X  Freehill, Gunther X  

Maramara, Ben X  Panes, Sandra X  

Pleasant, Danielle phone  Stevens, Debbie X  

Solan-Pegler, Nicolette X     

Smith, Ervin Robert X     

Smith, Laurence X     

 
CALL TO ORDER    
Mr. Corbett called meeting to order. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA   
The agenda was approved with the following additions: 

 Under Old Business, section C, 3rd bullet should be Jurisdictional representation for 
Part D 

 
Motion by:  Nicolette Solan-Pegler 
Motion 2nd by:  Mark Fischer 
Motion passed. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The October 21, 2008 minutes were approved with the following: 
 

 Page 3, last paragraph, change Los Angeles Planning Council to Los Angeles EMA 
 Page 8, last paragraph, change October 2008 to as of the next 2 months. 

 
Motion by:  Laurence Smith 
Motion 2nd by:  Ben Maramara 
 
Motion passed. 
 
COMMITTEE  BUSINESSCOMMITTEE BUSINESS  
  
Grantee Report:  Gunther Freehill 
 
Mr. Freehill reported on the FY 2009 Ryan White Part A Eligible Metropolitan Area 
(EMA)-Wide Grant that had been issued by the Department of Health and the HIV/AIDS 
Administration on Friday, October 10, 2008.  The request for application (RFA) 
submission deadline is 5:00 pm Tuesday, December 2, 2008 for the EMA, District of 
Columbia, Suburban Virginia and Suburban Maryland.  
 

 District of 
Columbia 

Suburban 
Maryland 

Suburban 
Virginia 

Total 

Source of Funding     
Part A (“Regular”) $ 13,019,723 $ 5,222,536 $ 3,715,091 $21,957,350
Part A (“Rural”) $ 156,958 $ 191,426 $348,384
EMA-Wide $ 374,968  $374,968
Total $ 13,394,691 $ 5,379,494 $ 3,906,517 $22,680,702
The Government of the District of Columbia, Department of Health/ HIV/AIDS 
Administration (Grantee and the District of Columbia Administrative Agency) in 
conjunction with the Prince George’s County Health Department (Suburban Maryland 
Administrative Agency), the Northern Virginia Regional Commission (Suburban 
Virginia Administrative Agency) and the Washington Metropolitan Regional HIV Health 
Services Planning Council (Planning Council) is soliciting applications from qualified 
applicants to provide a variety of clinical and medical support services to indigent, 
uninsured and under-insured persons who are HIV-infected and affected.  Services under 
the FY 2009 Ryan White Part A EMA-Wide Grant programs includes outpatient primary 
medical health care, specialized case management, basic life needs and a variety of 
support services.    Mr. Freehill recommended that all Planning Council members who 
are interested should go to the HAA office to get a hard copy of the RFA or go to the 
Department of Health website to review the RFA at www.doh.dc.gov  

  
  
  
  

http://www.doh.dc.gov/
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Grantee Report (continued):  Gunther Freehill 
Mr. Freehill reported that the housing technical service meeting happened last month.  
The Housing issues in the EMA will be an unmet need for a long time. 
Mr. Freehill had received a Formal Request for technical assistance from the Care 
Strategy Coordination and Standards committee (CSCS) regarding the stability of smaller 
providers in the EMA.  The smaller providers may need technical assistance from HRSA 
in the following areas: 
 

a. Medicaid provider 
b. Third party payments 
c. Sliding fee scale 
d. Methods of cost accounting 
 

Mr. Freehill reported that they are in discussion with HRSA and should receive a person 
to address some of the technical assistance issues for small providers in the EMA by 
February 2009.  Dr. Pat Hawkins reported that the CSCS committee wanted to ensure that 
small providers in the EMA had technical assistance with cost accounting discussion 
regarding their budgets. 
 
Mr. Freehill announced a new HAA employee Debbie Stevens who can be contacted at 
(202) 741-1790 who supports him with programs and she is not a Planning Council 
assistant.  Mr. Freehill announced that LaDale Felton is no longer an employee of HAA 
and there will be a posting of this job on www.dcop.dc.gov web site for the DOH/HAA 
Staff Assistant position. 

 
 
Mr. Freehill reported that we are still working with Planning Council Support and if you 
have any problems please contact Sandra Panes until the new Staff Assistant support 
person is hired. 
   
Mr. Freehill reported that Grant Year 19 will end by February 2009 and there will be 
some carry-over funds in our EMA.    Dr. Pat Hawkins recommended that some of these 
carry-over funds could be applied to the implementation of the CDQ project for $200,000 
in the EMA.  Mr. Corbett recommended that Dr. Pat Hawkins put the CDQ project in the 
CSCS committee work plan.  Mr. Smith recommended that he and Dr. Pat Hawkins meet 
to discuss the standards of care in the EMA.  Mr. Smith reported that the Maryland 
jurisdiction uses the BAT application instead of CDQ application and we need to meet 
with the administrative agents to determine what should be the mental health screening 
tool in our EMA.   
 

OLD BUSINESS  

Recommended Methodology for allocation Part A resources:  by Laurence Smith 

Mr. Smith recommended that we review the Ryan White Title I  manual that guides us 
regarding the Ryan White Title I priority setting and allocations process and it should 

http://www.dcop.dc.gov/
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discussed in an adhoc committee meeting to access the different jurisdictions in our 
EMA.  The adhoc committee will review client utilization data by jurisdiction in the 
EMA.  Mr. Smith also recommended that the adhoc committee will partner with Henry 
Bishop, Chair of Needs Assessment and Comprehensive Plan, and Dr. Pat Hawkins, 
Chair of the CSCS committee 

Needs Assessment and Comprehensive Plan Update: by Henry Bishop 

Mr. Bishop reported that he is working with Emily Gantz McKay and Danielle Pleasant 
to develop the work plan for the Needs Assessment and Comprehensive Plan committee. 
They will deliver the complete Needs Assessment and Comprehensive Plan work plan at 
the Planning Council Orientation meeting on January 9, 2009.  Mr. Bishop reported to 
Mr. Corbett on his meeting with Emily Gantz McKay regarding development of the 
MOU.   Ms. Gantz McKay sent him a prototype that could be used by Planning Council 
committees to determine roles and responsibilities of the Grantee and the Administrative 
Agents and the Planning Council and all the work that will be addressed in next year’s 
Grant.   

Mr. Bishop reported that the committee was supposed to receive a work plan for the 
Comprehensive Plan from Amy Richter and they have not received it.  Mr. Fischer 
reported that Amy Richter sent an email on November 5, 2008 to the committee 
regarding the status of the Comprehensive Plan work plan.  Mr. Fischer recommended 
that the committee meet in person with Amy Richter to discuss the status of work on the 
Comprehensive Plan.   

Mr. Freehill reported that the Comprehensive Plan will be posted on the HAA website 
this Friday, November 21, 2008. 

Mr. Corbett recommended that the draft Comprehensive Plan be brought to the Planning 
Council meeting on Thursday, November 20, 2008 for Planning Council members to 
review and give comments by December 3, 2008.   

On December 5, 2008 the Needs Assessment adhoc group will meet with HAA and 
Gayle Williams Glasser from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm to give final comments on the 
Comprehensive Plan.    

Dr. Will Smith reports update: by Henry. Bishop 

Mr. Bishop reported that Dr. Will Smith will report on the Final report of the Assessment 
of the Administrative Mechanism and it will be presented at the December 9, 2008 Needs 
Assessment meeting.  

Dr. Will Smith will also report on the data from the District of Columbia, West Virginia 
and Maryland Community forums and the associated FIGS. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Northern Virginia Reprogramming Request:  By Michelle Simmons 
 
Ms. Simmons reported on the Northern Virginia reprogramming request that was 
approved by the Fiscal Oversight and Allocations committee: 
 

 Suburban Virginia requests authority to reprogram funds as follows: 
o Move $11,981 from Medical Case Management 
o Move $3,514 to Dental 
o Move $2,875 to Food 
o Move $1,589 to Medical Transportation 

 
 Savings in Medical Case Management resulted from a better apportionment 

of a vendor’s costs for this service across multiple relevant funding sources 
 

 Proposed additional funds in Dental, Mental Health, Food and Medical 
Transportation are predominately used for non-personnel items (i.e. more 
visits, food vouchers, rides) 

 
 The requested reprogramming changes are small and do not adjust the 

Virginia funding split from 90.8 % of funding in Core services and 9.2% of 
funding in Support services.   

 
 

Mr. Smith recommended that we move this reprogramming request forward to the 
Planning Council committee for final approval and Northern Virginia is on target to 
spend out. 
 
Motion by:  Laurence Smith 
Motion 2nd by:  Dr. Pat Hawkins 
 
Motion passed 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Bylaws committee report:  by Mark Fischer 
Conflict of Interest Policy Disclosure form update 

Mr. Fischer distributed and reported on the updated draft of the Conflict of Interest Policy 
Disclosure form.  Mr. Fischer reported by February 2009 all Planning Council Members 
will have to complete the Conflict of Interest Policy Disclosure form and send it to the 
Office of Boards and Commission.  At the beginning of each committee meeting each 
Planning Council member will be required to introduce themselves and verbally disclose 
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their affiliations and conflicts when voting for Ryan White Title I priorities and 
allocations. 

Mr. Corbett recommended that we move the updated Conflict of Interest Policy 
Disclosure document dated November 18, 2008 to the Planning Council committee for 
final approval. 

Mr. Dunnington recommended that we develop a list of all Planning Council members 
and their affiliations that we hand out at every committee meeting.  Mr. Corbett 
recommended that Planning Council Support develop the list and a card that each 
Planning Council member will show when they are voting on Planning Council 
committee business.  

Retreat and Annual Meeting discussion: by Wallace Corbett 

The Planning Council Orientation training meeting is mandatory for all Planning Council 
Members to attend and it will be held on January 9, 2009 from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.   
Each Planning Council member will receive a Planning Council Orientation training 
binder for them to keep all of the documents. 

The Planning Council Annual meeting is mandatory for all four jurisdictions in the EMA 
and Planning Council Members and it will be held on January 23, 2009 from 10:30 am to 
4:30 pm. 

Planning Council Meeting agenda discussion:  by Wallace Corbett 

The committee discussed and approved the agenda and documents to be included in the 
Planning Council packet at the Planning Council meeting on Thursday, November 20, 
2008 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Corbett adjourned the meeting.   
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