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	Metropolitan Washington Regional Ryan White Planning Council
Meeting Minutes

	Standing Committee
	Planning Council

	Meeting Title - Type
	Monthly Meeting

	Date / Time
	October 30, 2013
	5:00pm-8:00pm

	Location/Room
	441 4th Street, NW Rm. 1107 Washington DC


	ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL

	Planning Council Members
	Present
	Absent
	Planning Council Members
	Present
	Absent

	Austin, Toby
	
	x
	Hixon,  O. Xavier 
	x
	

	Bailey, Steve
	x
	
	Hoover, David
	x
	

	Bailous, Stephen
	x
	
	Jackson, Herbert
	x
	

	Bishop, Henry
	x
	
	Kelly, Renee
	x
	

	Black, Ralph
	Resigned
	Marachelian, Alis
	x
	

	Brown, James
	x
	
	Moore, Tarsha
	x
	

	Callahan, Keith
	x
	
	Morrow, Lora
	x
	

	Cameron, Martha
	
	x
	Pilskaya, Anna
	Resigned

	Cauthen, Melvin
	x
	
	Purdy, David
	
	x

	Chinn, Barbara
	x
	
	Roberts-Njoku, Cornett
	
	x

	Davis, Reginald
	Resigned
	Santirosa, Yolanda
	Resigned

	Deely, Maureen
	x
	
	Scheraga, Ronald
	x
	

	Dunnington, Geno
	
	x
	Schlosberg, Claudia
	x
	

	Fischer, Mark
	Resigned
	Scruggs, Linda
	Resigned

	Fon, Shella
	x
	
	Smith, E. Robert
	x
	

	Franks-Dunbar, Sharon
	
	x
	Smith, Tyranny
	x
	

	Frazier, Debra
	x
	
	Solan-Pegler, Nicolette
	
	x

	Goforth, Justin
	x
	
	Spears-Johnson, Dedra
	
	x

	Hawkins, Patricia
	x
	
	Swanda, Ron
	x
	

	Administrative Agent Representatives
	Present
	Absent
	Administrative Agent Representatives
	Present
	Absent

	Agar, Tim
	
	x
	Barrow, Gordon,
	
	x

	Puranik, Rashmi
	
	x
	Simmons, Michelle
	x
	

	Ramey, Devi
	x
	
	
	
	

	Logistical/Technical Support
	
	
	Logistical/Technical Support
	
	

	Harris, Sharron
	x
	
	Newman, Sherryl
	x
	

	Hargrove, Javonnia
	x
	
	McKay Emily
	x
	


	HAHSTA Staff
	Present
	Absent
	PC Staff
	Present
	Absent

	Britanik, Justin
	
	x
	Baker, Rochelle
	x
	

	Frison, Lawrence
	x
	
	Lament Clark
	x
	

	Fortune, Ebony
	x
	
	HRSA Staff
	
	

	Lago, Lena
	x
	
	Au Lay. Jose
	x
	

	Kharfen, Michael
	x
	
	
	
	

	Guests

	Ronald Morgan
	Phillip Bailey
	Sara Kluberdanz
	Ernest Hopkins

	Bobbie Smith
	Marshall Rountree
	Kermit Turner
	Ronald Johnson

	Cetenia Achim Howard
	Michael Bartley 
	Armant Brandon
	Debra Curtis

	Laurence Smith
	Miriam Jones
	Herman Williams
	Sue Rowland

	Ben Maramara
	Herman Williams
	Jeff Crowley
	Deborah McGruder

	Donald Burchill
	Mark Fischer
	Amy Killelea
	

	Richard Rosendale
	Danielle Pleasant
	Andrea Weddle
	

	HIGHLIGHTS

	· Chair Report

· Panel Discussions on ACA and Ryan White


	AGENDA

	Item 
	Discussion

	Public Comment
	There were no Public Comments.

	Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order by Stephen Bailous, Chair at 5:08 pm and he asked everyone to introduce him or herself for the record. 

	Code of Conduct
	Debra Frazier read out aloud some of the Code of Conduct rules to Council members and community guests.

	Review and Approval of the Agenda
	It was moved by Dr. Patricia Hawkins and seconded by Keith Callahan to approve the agenda. 
The decision to approve the agenda was unanimous.  

	Review and Approval of the Minutes
	It was moved by Justin Goforth and seconded by Robert Smith to approve the September 2013 Minutes. 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 
Other Discussion
Mr. Callahan noted that the Binder included the September 2013 minutes instead of the October 2013 minutes.  Mr. Bailous noted that the logistical support team will distribute the October 2013 minutes to members.

Action Item#1: BCA will distribute October 2013 minutes to members.

	Chair Report
	Introduction of Speakers
Mr. Bailous pointed out that a biographical summary for each panel member is in your binders.

Documents in Tab #2
Mr. Bailous noted that Emily Gantz McKay prepared the Document titled “Preparations for Health Care Reform Implementation in the District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia” as well as the document titled “Preparing for Health Reform Implementation: A Quick Summary of What Planning Should Do.”  This document helps the Council understand the work that needs to be performed post meeting.  He urged Council members to read both documents.
Panel Discussion
Mr. Bailous explained that two panels will discuss the Affordable CARE Act.  After the first panel discussion, there will be clarifying discussion.  There will be a question and answer session after the second panel discussion. He asked members to write questions on note cards for this session.

	Grantee Report
	Monthly Report

Ebony Fortune noted that she did not have any additions to the report.

	Jurisdictional Reports
	Suburban Maryland
Mr. Bailous directed the Committee to review Suburban Maryland’s Report in the binder.  Devi Ramey noted that she did not have any additions to the report.
Northern VA
Mr. Bailous directed the Committee to review Northern Virginia’s Report in the binder.  Michelle Simmons noted that the document titled “Steps to Medicaid Expansion in Virginia” is not in the binder; however, it is available on the table.  She asked the Council members to read the document.

	Panel #1 Presentation
“A National Perspective”
	The panel included Jeff Crowley, National HIV/AIDS Initiative, O’Neill Institute, Amy Killelea, Associate Director of Health Care Access Program at the National Alliance of State & Territorial AIDS Directors, Andrea Weddle, Executive Director of the HIV Medicine Association, Ernest Hopkins, Representing the Communities Advocating Emergency AIDS Relief Coalition, and Ronald Johnson, Vice President of Policy and Advocacy of AIDS United.  
Mr. Bailous welcomed the panelists and noted that they will discuss aspects of the Affordable Health Care (ACA) at the national level. Then he introduced the moderator of the panel - Jeff Crowley.
Mr. Crowley thanked the participants and noted that the ACA is a big step for the Nation; however, Ryan White is still needed.  He introduced Ms. Killelea and gave her the floor.
Ms. Killelea highlighted three activities that HIV/AIDS programs at state departments are performing to prepare for the ACA: (1) preparing outreach and enrollment; (2) preparing to ramp up AIDS Drug Assistance programs insurance purchasing; and (3)trying to figure out where private and public insurance stops and where Ryan White starts.
Mr. Crowley introduced Ms. Weddle and gave her the floor.

Ms. Weddle focused on the role of medical providers and other health care providers supporting the ACA.  She stressed that providers play a key role in educating clients about the ACA.  Also, Ryan White providers are essential community providers.  Also, she reviewed enrollment dates, and she urged Council members and guest to carefully review and compare all plans and review HRSA policy notices. In addition, Ms. Weddle shared resources to help connect with health plans.
Action Item #2: BCA will distribute Ms. Weddle‘s presentation to Planning Council members and guest.

Mr. Crowley introduced Mr. Hopkins and gave him the floor.

Mr. Hopkins focused on the role of the Ryan White Planning Council as the new health care system is implemented.  He noted that the Council has a critical role in the new health care system.  Currently, at least 30% of HIV infected people are uninsured, and Councils should focus on this group.  In this jurisdiction, a lot of people living with HIV are not in care.  Mr. Hopkins cited a recent Baltimore Planning Council meeting he attended and pointed out three challenges he found: (1) prostitution among young MSMs of color because they had been kicked out of their homes because of their sexual orientation; (2) homelessness; and (3) housing and food security because of low socioeconomic status and he suspect there may be similar challenges in the DC EMA.  Planning Councils must address these issues because the ACA does not address them.  People’s issues must be taken care of before they really engage in the ACA.
Mr. Hopkins stated that he was curious to know if the Metropolitan Washington Regional Ryan White Planning Council had conducted a Needs Assessment to find out what the community’s needs are.  He noted that the Metropolitan Washington Regional Ryan White Planning Council could develop models that could integrate with the ACA.  Mr. Hopkins reiterated that the Council focus should be people loss to care.  Also, he urged Council members and guest to take their stories to Capitol Hill as he emphasized the importance of doings this.  He pointed out that stories will help with reauthorization of Ryan White funds.  In closing, Mr. Hopkins offered Communities Advocating Emergency AIDS Relief (CAEAR) Coalition as a resource and encouraged members to join the Coalition.
Mr. Crowley introduced Mr. Johnson and gave him the floor.

Mr. Johnson discussed how AIDS United is working with partners at the local level to address the ACA and the Ryan White program. He began his presentation by sharing a statement that was made at the Congressional Black Caucus this year by Marc Moriel, National Urban League President.  As per Mr. Johnson, Mr. Moriel noted that the ACA is the most important social justice legislation of our times. Next he discussed AIDS United’s primary role which is grant-making and developing and implementing policies and advocacy. In providing strategic grants to organizations and he provided examples of some grant-making initiatives, the Washington State ACA Community Work Group and Alabama Patient Navigator Grant. 
Action Item #3: BCA will distribute Mr. Johnson’s presentation to Planning Council members and guest.

In conclusion, Mr. Crowley stated that the ACA implementation is complicated; however, there people are working hard to implement it. He added that the ACA creates opportunities to serve HIV/AIDS clients better.
In response to Debra Frazier’s concern about extending the March 31, 2014 enrollment date due to website issues that prevented peoples from completing the enrollment process online in the first few weeks, Mr. Hopkins stated that as per the Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, even with the delay, this enrollment period is significantly longer than any other enrollment period. If the website becomes available by November, it will still allow people enough time to review and enroll in a plan.  Claudia Schlosberg reminded Council members and guests that there is no open enrollment for Medicaid, its available year-round.
Mr. Bailous extended thanks to the panel for their participation.

	Panel #2 Facilitated Discussion on the 

“Local Perspective”
	The panel included Emily Gantz McKay, President, EGM Consulting, LLC, Debra Curtis - DC Health Benefit Exchange Authority, Sue Rowland – Virginia Organizations Responding to AIDS, Deborah McGruder – State of Maryland, Infectious Disease Bureau and Claudia Schlosberg, DC Medicaid.
Mr. Bailous welcomed the panelists and noted that they will discuss aspects of the Affordable Health Care (ACA) at the jurisdictional level. Then he introduced the moderator of the panel - Emily Gantz McKay. He pointed out that the format of the second panel is a facilitated discussion. 

Ms. McKay introduced the panel. Then, she provided an overview of ACA implementation in all four jurisdictions as a reminder of what each jurisdiction is doing.  Next, Ms. McKay began the discussion.
Summary of Panel Discussion
Some responses to questions asked are below:
Question 
Tell us a little about how ACA implementation is progressing in your jurisdiction, particularly what seems to be working well, the number of people who are establishing accounts and choosing insurance plans, and delays or “glitches” in the system.
Responses
District of Columbia - Ms. Curtis stated that the DC website is functioning. There were problems in providing correct information for tax credits; however this problem will be fixed next week.  As of October 21, over 12,000 accounts were created. About 2,000 applications were submitted.  Nearly 321 individual have selected a plan, and 154 individuals requested invoices.  Small businesses have submitted applications but additional improvements are needed to this section.
Virginia - Ms. Rowland pointed out the Virginia is not a state operated exchange and the state is depending on the federal exchange.  She noted that Virginia has two navigator organizations: The Virginia Poverty Law Center and Advanced Patient Advocacy.  In addition, the Virginia Poverty Law Center developed the website, www.enroll-virginia.com and people can view plans and enroll in a plan on-line. Also, people can call 1 888 392 5132 to enroll.
Maryland – Ms. McGruder stated that the ACA implementation is processing well, and the state is doing an excellent job. The state has been planning for a long time, and they have a good sense of the needs of their clients. With this information that have a good sense of how many clients will go into Medicaid expansion and qualified health plans.  However, she did not have actual numbers as they have experienced glitches.
Question
What assistant is available for enrollment in DC and Maryland? What is the role of people that have HIV funding? What is the general approach for getting people enrolled? For example, suppose I am a PLWH receiving Ryan White benefits and my income level is above 133%/138% of poverty, and I think that I might be eligible for the Marketplace.  What should I be doing?
Responses

Maryland – Ms. McGruder stated that the state has spent a lot of time training Ryan White Providers, and Case Managers and they brought in their high risk program, and the regional connector entities throughout the state, as well. Therefore, providers and case managers know whom to ask questions to help with enrollment.
District of Columbia - Ms. Curtis stated that the DC Health Link Assister Program assist individuals and small businesses with enrollment. About 33 DC based organization received grants and individuals in these organizations received 20 hours of training. There are about 200 Assisters, and their information is available on the website.  Ms. Curtis provided the following list of Assisters that target HIV/AIDS: Calvert Health Care, Damon Ministries, DC Care Consortium, Health HIV, Metro Health, Us Helping Us, and Walker Whitman Health, just to name a few.
Virginia - Ms. Rowland added that Virginia Department of Health has weekly conference calls with key people throughout the state about ADAP, and the implementation of the exchange. Also, VORA established a group to address policy issues as well as gaps.
Ms. McKay noted that West Virginia published a two-page document that provides enrollment information. Also, the document lists the following number to call to speak with a trained person to help with enrollment; 1 800 318 2596.
Question
In reference to Medicaid expansion, if a person has HIV will they be in a Managed Care Organization?

Responses

Maryland – Ms. McGruder stated Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) are health care organizations that provide services to Medicaid recipients in Maryland.  There are six Managed Care Organizations in Maryland.  Maryland sent clients letters that were very specific and targeted to different groups i.e., high risk pools, Medicaid, and others, through their case management system that provided information.
District of Columbia - Ms. Schlosberg stated that the system of delivery for individuals that are eligible for Medicaid is through MCOs.  However, there are some groups such as people with HIV/AIDS, medically fragile or if they meet other criteria they are not mandated to stay within the MCO system, and they can stay in fee-for-services.  If an individual does not exercise the option (opt out of Medicaid), they will be enrolled in an MCO.
The moderator added that individuals need to make sure that there provider is in the MCO, if they choose to remain in the MCO.
Question
What is the most important thing that the Planning Council should be doing from now until the next few months?

Responses

Virginia - Ms. Rowland mentioned that the Planning Council members need to be engaged, and she urged the Council to visit the Mayor’s Office for clarification on what the Council can do.  Also, the Council should explain to federal leaders some of the challenges with implementing the ACA. 
District of Columbia - Ms. Curtis stated that the Planning Council needs to protect the ACA as it is in a very fragile stage right now. She added that this is a great platform that was created, and there needs to be more discussions.  Also, she stated that people need to work together to fix the problems, and they will see that they are better off with the new system of health care delivery.
Maryland – Ms. McGruder shared her advice to the Baltimore EMA. She stated that the Council needs to be vocal to ensure that carriers have network sufficiently.  He urged members to advocate for their provider if they are in a plan. In addition, the Council should advocate, in particular for the CBOs as they are in a fragile position with the implementation of ACA.  The state is providing CB0s with technical assistance.
Ms. McKay and Mr. Bailous extended thanks to the panel for their participation.  Ms. McKay noted that, in summary, there has been a lot of progress in all the jurisdictions. Mr. Bailous recognized the HRSA Project Officer; Jose AuLay.

	Questions and Answer Period
	Note cards were collected from Council members and guest for the question and answer period.  Some responses to questions asked are below.
Question
What are the lessons learned from the Massachusetts and others experience in implementing ACA?
Responses

Ms. Killelea noted that Massachusetts was very different from other jurisdiction. Prior to the ACA, their HIV system of care was Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC), and this placed medical providers in a place for them to have patients.  One lesson that can be drawn is the importance of collaboration and coordination between Ryan White and Community Health Care Systems. 

Question
Can Community Advocates who are not working for a provider receive Certified Application Counselor (ACA) training?
Responses

District of Columbia – A Representative from Us Helping Us stated that advocates must meet the following some requirements such as not working for an insurance company in the last year, and they must meet ethics rules. Also, the representative explained the difference between a CAC and In-Person Assister (IPA).  A CAC cannot assist with enrollment; they can only provide education, whereas an IPA can assist with enrollment.
Virginia – Ms. Rowland stated that the individual needs to be affiliated with an organization.
Maryland – Ms. McGruder stated an individual cannot be certified as a CAC; it has to be an organization.
Question
How should the Planning Council address housing security?
Responses

Mr. Hopkins stated that HRSA has clarified rules pertaining to using Ryan White funds for housing.  The Planning Council should take the following steps: (1) in conjunction with the case manager, identify a housing plan, (2) identify housing resources through Part A as temporary housing support; and (3) create a transition process from Part A funds to other funding for permanent housing.
Question
If my needs change outside of the enrollment period, can I change my plan? Also, can insurance companies deny HIV test that I need?
Responses

A Representative from Us Helping Us response was yes, an individual can make changes to his/her enrollment if there is a qualifying event such as change in income, job status, or household structure.  In reference to denying test, most plans have a grievance provision.
Question
Should the Planning Council set aside more funds to cover undocumented immigrants?

Responses

A Representative from Us Helping Us urged undocumented immigrants to still seek services.  According to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), they are not pursuing undocumented immigrant seeking services. He reminded the group about partners like the Mary Center and community based organization where they can receive help. 
Mr. Hopkins stated that Ryan White is still available for undocumented immigrants.

	2013 Planning Council Meeting Calendar
	Mr. Bailous reminded the committee that calendars are located in the back of the binder.  He asked Council members and guest to pay attention to the reminder notices as meetings are subject to change.

Dr. Hawkins noted that she requested that her meeting be changed to November 12, 2013.

	ANNOUNCEMENTS

	· Representative from Us Helping Us announced that Councilwoman Yvette Alexandra will hold an oversight meeting to discuss issues and concerns about the DC Health Benefit Exchange at 10:00 am on Monday, November 18, 2013 at the Wilson Building. Please visit the website for more information.

	Handouts

	Agenda dated 10/30/2013
Minutes dated 9/26/2013
FOAC Spreadsheet
Grantee/DC Fiscal Report
NOVA FOAC MAI Report through August 31, 2013
NOVA FOAC Part A Report through August 31, 2013
NOVA Monthly Client Service Summary through August 31, 2013
Suburban Maryland Regular and MAI FOAC Report through August 31, 2013
Suburban Maryland Actual Expenses Incurred through August 31, 2013
Preparation for Health Care Reform Implementation in the District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia

Preparing for Health Reform Implementation: A Quick Summary of What Planning Council Should Do & Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Service Categories
Presenters Biographies

Questions for Panel #2

Questions for the Q&A Session

What does Marketplace Health Insurance Cover? Essential Benefits

2013 Federal Poverty Guidelines

Feedback Survey

Fact Sheet - ACA

Maryland Health Connection

Maryland Health Connection – Income Eligibility for Adults

Maryland Health Connection – Raising Awareness of Maryland Health Connection

Virginia Medicaid Eligibility

Highmark West Virginia  - An Individual’s Guide to the Right Health Insurance
October 2013 Standing Committee Minutes
November - December 2013 Planning Council Calendars
January – February 2014 Planning Council Calendars

Applications

PC Brochures

	ACTION ITEMS – Open

	#
	Item 
	Assigned To
	Date Assigned
	Due Date
	Status

	1.
	Distribute October 2013 minutes to members.
	BCA
	10/30/2013
	ASAP
	Open

	2
	Distribute Ms. Weddle‘s presentation to Planning Council members and guest.
	BCA
	10/30/2013
	ASAP
	Open

	3
	Distribute Mr. Johnson’s presentation to Planning Council members and guest.
	BCA
	10/30/2013
	ASAP
	Open

	4
	Send bylaws to Council members for review.
	BCA, Logistical Support Staff
	9/26/2013
	ASAP
	Completed 9/27/2013


	MOTIONS

	#
	Motion
	Motioned By
	2nd  By
	Approved By

	
	
	
	
	


	MEETING Adjourned
	7:59 pm

	
NEXT MEETING
	November 21, 2013 at 5:30 pm
Location: 
441 4th Street, NW
Rm. 1107
Washington, DC. 20001
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