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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON REGIONAL 

HEALTH SERVICES PLANNING COUNCIL 

FULL PLANNING COUNCIL 

64 New York Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

March 26, 2009 

GENERAL MINUTES 

Council Members P T A Council Members P T A 

  1.  James Albino X   25. Lorin Jones X   

  2. William Barnes   X 26. Jennifer Jones George   X 

  3.  Henry Bishop X   27. Renee Kelly X   

  4. Karen Blanton X   28. John Knots   X 

  5. Elliott Bovelle X   29. Yevette Lindsey X   

  6. Larry Bryant   X 30. Benjamin Maramara X   

  7. Raul Burgos X   31. Philip Mason   X 

  8. Robert Cooke X   32. Curtis Matthews   X 

  9. Wallace Corbett, Chair X   33. Wade Menear X   

10. Barbara Davis X   34. Danielle Pleasant   X 

11. Maureen Deely   X 35. Karen Reynolds   X 

12. Geno Dunnington X   36. Michael Robinson   X 

13. Mark Fischer   X 37. Tony Ruiz X   

14. Ronald Flowers   X 38. Shirley Shears   X 

15. Everett Foy X   39. Kevin Shipman   X 

16. Corrie Franks   X 40. Ervin Robert Smith X   

17. Debra Frazier X   41. Laurence Smith, Co-Chair X   

18. Shirley Graham X   42. Rusty Smith*   X 

19. Natalie Greene   X 43. Catalina Sol   X 

20. Shannon Hader   X 44. Nicolette Solan-Pegler X   

21. Patricia Hawkins   X 45. Terry Tahir X   

22. David Hoover X   46. Brian Watson X   

23. Margot Isaac   X 47. Ron Wilder   X 

24. Paulette Johnson X       

  *Named, pending oath 
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HAA Present Absent Guests Present Absent 

 Hader, Shannon  X  1. Bailous, Stephen X  

 Freehill, Gunther X   2. Black, Ralph X  

 Panes, Sandra X   3. Brown-Hancock, Liesl X  

 Holmes, T’Wana X   4. Chen, Melinda X  

 West, Tiffany X   5. Havenner, Stephen X  

Administrative Agents Present Absent  6. Hill, Mark X  

 Allison, Glenna X   7. Jasper, Pam X  

 Alston, Jonathan  X  8. Johnson, Vanessa X  

 Balderston, Stacie X   9. McClain, Lenora X  

 Friend, Judith X   10. Mrzban, Nader X  

 Ramey, Devi X   11. Perry, Vanessa X  

 Simmons, Michelle  X  12. Quinonez, Juan X  

    13. Robertson, Gloria X  

    14. Wallace, Shelton X  

    15. Jones, James X  

    16. Carfin, Michael X  

    17. Marilyn Curry X  

    18. Orr, Derek X  

 
CALL TO ORDER                                                       
Wallace Corbett called the meeting to order and conducted roll call.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
The agenda was approved as presented. 
Motion By Shirley Graham 
Motion 2nd:  By Elliot Bovelle 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
The Planning Council did not receive minutes for February.  
Mr. Corbett made note that there would be no Planning Council support staff for this 
meeting and that he, Ms. Panes, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Freehill provided all the logistical 
support.  There have been meetings to resolve the issue. Further detail will follow.   
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT   
The executive committee report was accepted to go into a final draft.  
Motion By Elliot Bovelle 
Motion 2nd:  By Yevette Lindsey 
Motion passed 

 *   *   *   *   * 
GRANTEE REPORT 

• Logistical Support  
Mr. Freehill introduced Mark Hill, Planning Council Staff Assistant who would 
start March 30, 2009. HAA has taken a number of short-term measures to address 
logistical needs between now and October 1st. There is a reimbursement process 
in place. There is a short-term contract for the needs assessment and all Planning 
Council and committee tasks. Task order for the long term logistical support 
hopefully will be in place in April. The Grantee is considering doing a RFP for 
the long term logistical support contract.  

• PART A Funding 
Handouts were distributed. He explained how we are currently in Year 19. The 
budget has been significantly delayed. Expected to receive a 40% of the award by 
the middle of May and substantially more by the end of the distribution.  Mr. 
Freehill took questions from the floor. He clarified that the IGA is based on a 
rounded number and will be fixed when funding is actually available. When asked 
Mr. Freehill explained how federal funds are not based on AIDS cases and how 
the $2.1 billion is available and then the $750 million for Part A is distributed 
amongst the jurisdictions. He also explained how it appears there may be a move 
to include HIV and AIDS cases for Year 20 (2010).  

• FOC 
90 days as of March 1, 2009 to fully liquidate the grant funds. Not allowed to 
rollover more than 2% of the $25million grant which is roughly $500,000. Fully 
confident that all steps necessary are in place. Mr. Freehill reminded that 
allocations were in a similar place this time last year and the grant closed with 
$100,000 unspent funds. He reminded that April 15th is the hard date that all 
financial reporting needs to be in. IGAs are out at 40% and starting services there.  

 
*   *   *   *   * 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT REPORTS 

 
District of Columbia 
As DC, all Part A sub-grant agreements were signed by March 4, 2009. Can expect to 
start receiving reports of fund distribution in the next six weeks. He reminded that 
any unspent funds in a category could be allocated to another Care eligible category.  
 
Northern Virginia 
VA contracts for this year are 3/4 complete and will be finished by April 4, 2009.  
Reported there will be very little return of grant funds if any at all. All current clinic 
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clients have found a new home with new providers. Two new facilities opened with 
MAI and regular funds. Evidence of MAI success and will be forthcoming. Client 
choice was heavily involved in the process and an effort to decrease difficulties 
through extra transportation support.  
 
West Virginia 
Closed out grant and spent all but $23 
 
Suburban Maryland 
Distributed a worksheet for Year 19 allocations also distributed brochures of service 
provider listings for Suburban MD and other services those providers offer. The 
worksheet contained the details of the Year 19 Reprogramming allocations request. 
Which is: 
“MD Reprogramming Request #1 for Year 19 Award: The Suburban Maryland 
Administrative Agency requests approval to conduct the following reprogramming 
actions to address the Year 19 awards: 

Increase Decrease 
 Primary Medical - $42,992  AIDS Pharmaceutical Assistance - 

$19,111 
 Mental Health Services - 

$87,526 
 Substance Abuse Services - $42987 

 EFA Food Vouchers - $9,277  EFA Housing - $28,840 
 Rural outpatient - $1,252  EFA Utilities - $6,180 

  Medical Transportation - $12,446 
  Respite Care - $25,234 
  Health Insurance & Co-Pay - $4,997 
  Rural Medical Case Management - $10 
  Rural Oral Health - $1,242 

Summary of the motion on:  
The reprogramming ensures that all available funds are awarded at the beginning 
of the grant year.  The decreases reflect unawarded funds, funds not awarded 
through the RFA process.  The increases demonstrate the attempt to get closer to 
meeting RFA requests for two core medical services; which are medical and 
mental health, and one support service, emergency financial assistance food 
vouchers.  The process to determining Year 19 service category amounts:  (1) Met 
the approved Suburban Maryland Year 19 Allocation Plan; and (2) addressed 
funds requested through the RFA process; and (3) gave consideration to the level 
of service and expenditures for Year 18. 

Motioned by Laurence Smith 
Motion 2nd by David Hoover 

Discussion:  
o Yvette Lindsey asked why was there a decrease in certain categories? 

Answer: there is a requirement that there not be any unawarded funds in 
any category and all of the funding needs in categories have been met or 
there was not a provider bidding in that particular category; and therefore, 
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the money would need to be moved into another category to meet the 
requirements of the grant agreement.   

o Lorin Jones asked about decrease in EFA housing and utilities? Answer: 
Subcategories were shifted around; but it actually is listed and we had 
voted on it as one service category, not separated out as three for the 
EMA. Suburban MD is showing the individual amounts that were voted 
on at last year’s process for this year and showing adjustments that need to 
be made due to RFA request, not requesting more money than that at this 
particular time; but they are reserving the right to come back for 
reprogramming more money into those categories as the requests come in 
for further funds.  

o Elliot Bovelle asked that the justification be could be included in the 
requests; to make life a little easier for the Planning Council. Ms. Ramey 
answered that Suburban MD met the proposal requests, as in line with the 
scores and the quality of the applications; and these are the funds that were 
remaining that need to be moved into core service categories until such 
time as we see an increased need in one of the other service categories, 
and reprogramming will occur. She reminded its based on RFA process 
not providers delivering services but will be mindful of providing 
justifications that relate to delivery in the future.  

Motion passed with one abstention.  
 
Other Questions: 
Ms. Solan-Pegler asked when would the Planning Council get northern Virginia RFA 
proposal results.  Answer: by April Planning Council meeting.  
 

*   *   *   *   * 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTION ITEMS 
Some committee reports were eliminated for the sake of time and there only being one 
motion.  

• Needs Assessment & Comprehensive Planning  
Mr. Bishop reported that the consumer survey which was supposed to be 
distributed in March will be delayed until logistical support is place. There is a 
work plan and hopes to get the survey out soon. Mr. Freehill noted that we are 2 
steps away from the smaller projects of a logistical support being in place sooner 
than later. Mr. Bishop also included that the committee is working on an 
assessment of the administrative mechanism and a survey for the Planning 
Council. He also reiterated that committee meets 2nd Tuesday of the month from 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

• Membership 
Ms. Solan-Pegler reported on the membership applications for new members and 
reappointment and requested the Planning Council to authorize the Executive 
committee to approve the membership applications to go to the community. 
Motioned by Nicolette Solan-Pegler. Motion 2nd by Shirley Graham.  
Motion passed with one abstention.    
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APRIL CALENDAR 
Calendars were distributed. Mr. Corbett emphasized the changes to the calendar and 
reminded all to notify the public.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The Planning Council’s long term support was discussed earlier and there are meetings 
scheduled.  Mr. Corbett noted the Executive committee report will bring the Planning 
council up to date on the status. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Presentation: HIV/AIDS Update (Angelique Griffin made the presentation 
on behalf of Dr. Hader due to travel complications) 

 Powerpoint presentation entitled “HIV/AIDS in the District of Columbia, 
2009: a “Modern Response” to a “Modern Epidemic” 

 Noted that the report was of diagnosed cases in DC and that the rates are 
probably much higher. Also noted that all wards except 3 have a 
prevalence of higher than 1% 

 Noted that majority of new infections are people over 40 
 Surveillance is working with George Washington University, examining 

behavioral risk factors.  
 A 750 person study revealed: high rates of HIV, high rates of 

simultaneous sexual partners, 30% used condoms, 50% unaware of HIV 
status 

 HIV/AIDS Administration is developing new expansive innovative and 
strategic responses to the epidemic including partnering with other DC 
agencies to address related health concerns.  

 Success Stories: In 2005 there were 10 mother to child transmissions, last 
year there was only 1. DC tested over 70,000 people more than the entire 
state of Florida and New York City. Condom distribution. New social 
marketing campaign around condoms. Monitoring and Evaluation division 
will be looking at fidelity, cost effectiveness and other pieces of data.   

 Hope to interface with Planning Council more to help produce data-based 
products.  

 A comprehensive community needs assessment is being done. 
 

• 2009 Directory of HIV/AIDS Services Resources Guide 
 The committee is looking to see which resources are available to translate 

the resource guide into Spanish and potentially other languages. 
 An online version is being created as well. Online can be searched and 

refined.  
 Many organizations were not included but will be included in the online 

version as well as future printed versions.  
 A comment was made that HAA should have the Maryland providers 

since they are listed on the Maryland brochure produced each year.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Applications for the NAPWA Skills Building Training, April 13-15 has been 
extended until April 3 and scholarships are still available. NAPWA is looking to 
partner with advocates for their Testing and Counseling Day; and it will be a 
skills training.  

• HRSA has asked for comments on the draft goals for Healthy People 2020.  It’s in 
the packet and can be done online and by phone. 

• Planning Council should send a thank you letter to the pastor of Metropolitan 
Community Church. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Corbett adjourned the meeting.  
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