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1. Name of Property
Historic name: Dr. Ernest Hadley House
Other names/site number:
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number: _ 4304 Forest Lane, NW

City or town: Washington State: DC County: _ N/A
Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this ~ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide ___local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A B C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ~ meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government
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4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

~entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

~determined not eligible for the National Register

~_removed from the National Register
~_other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Public — Local

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _ 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC single dwelling
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Early 1930s STORYBOOK TUDOR

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:

BRICK (decorative and clinker brick, STUCCO over wood, HALF TIMBERING,
SLATE roof tiles, decorative BRICK chimney, casement windows, LEADED GLASS,
PLASTER interior walls

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Dr. Ernest Hadley House is located at the focal point of a cul-de-sac at 4304
Forest Lane, NW. Itis presently known as Lot 0078 Square 1619. The house is an L-
shaped building with a protruding, one and a half story front section and a two and a
half story rear section. The building is constructed of red clinker brick punctuated
with decorative stonework and stucco with half timbering. The fenestration of the
house includes wooden four-over-two casement windows, leaded glass casement
windows and six over six wood double hung windows. The roof cladding appears to
be the original slate, which incorporates stylistic details evocative of the Storybook
Tudor style. The overall stylistic elements of the roof include its steep pitch, a variety
of gable-ends which creates a complex roof system commonly found in this style,
including dormers, one of which is penetrated by two leaded glass windows.
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The primary elevation is dominated by a one and a half story high gable-end
protruding structure with an impressive Tudor Revival fireplace served by a highly
decorated brick chimney with slate flourishes. The chimney rises along the
elevation, narrowing in two tiers before its termination. The main portion of the
structure is perpendicular to the gabled living room and is two and a half stories
high. The facade of the main portion includes a covered porch supported by red,
clinker brick piers. Wooden French doors afford interior access. Set within an
architrave of decorative stonework, the front door is solid oak and is penetrated by a
small aperture, containing a three over three leaded glass window and decorated
with iron hinges in the Tudor Revival style.

The sides and rear elevations are constructed of brick and rough troweled stucco,
featuring fenestration of apertures which contain six-over-six double hung, wood
windows. Working shutters flank each window. A one-and-a-half-story addition
appends the rear elevation and dates to the 1980s. While this addition is non-
contributing to the resource described, it does not detract from its integrity. The
house retains a high degree of original integrity, which includes its setting,
overlooking rustic, wooded parkland.

Narrative Description
GENERAL:

The Dr. Ernest Hadley House at 4304 Forest Lane NW (Lot 0078 Square 1619) is a
Tudor Revival style building in the Storybook style, measuring forty-five (45) feet
wide and thirty-seven (37) feet long that sits at the focal point of the eastern edge of
a cul-de-sac that forms the end of Forest Lane, NW. The property is bordered on the
south and northwest by single-family Tudor Revival style dwellings, and on the east
by the heavily wooded Glover Archbold Park.

THE SITE

4304 Forest Lane is built on a site that fulfills its homage to the Storybook Tudor
style. Befitting its faux rural heritage, the site, a hillside overlooking the forested
Glover Archbold Park, was clearly chosen to give the impression of a cottage on the
edge of a great wood. From the front, it appears that beyond this home is the forest
primeval, a forest that could be home to elves, fairies and other fantastical creatures.
Moreover, 4304 Forest Lane sets at the furthest point of the cul-de-sac, making this
unique home the focal point of an entire neighborhood - or, possibly in the
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imagination of its architect and builder, the last cottage at the very edge of a village,
the last outpost of civilization with nothing but the endless wilderness beyond.

The location of the Hadley house is inextricably linked to its design. Storybook
Tudor architecture is a style that originated in Hollywood in the 1920s. Often
associated with the work of architect Bernard Maybeck (1862-1957) the Storybook
Tudor style captured the imagination of a generation and of an industry, motion
pictures, that was all about fantasy and illusion.

At 4304 Forest Lane, NW, a decade after Storybook homes first appeared on the
other side of the continent, stands a rare example of an architectural style that
combined a sense of a distant past with America’s bright 20t century future. 4304
Forest Lane stands out in Washington, DC as one of just a handful of Storybook
Tudors so perfectly situated - on a quiet lane, not in line with any other home,
nestled at the edge of forest and built atop a sloping wooded hillside. In short, when
it comes to Storybook Tudor architecture, this house perfectly typifies virtually
every element of this rare and whimsical style.

EXTERIOR DESIGN:

The Hadley House at 4304 Forest Lane is a classic Storybook Tudor, a design found
more typically in California yet quite rare on the East Coast in general and
Washington, DC in particular. 4304 Forest Lane includes many of the whimsical
elements that define this style. Noted AN & WC Miller architect Gordon Earl MacNeil,
who designed three buildings already listed as DC Historic Sites plus another on the
National Register, set this Storybook Tudor home on a unique site, a hillside nestled
at the edge of a forest. Following the whimsical “rules” of this unusual style he
designed this one and two-story asymmetrical English cottage with a cross-gabled
steeply pitched roof, leaded glass windows. In constructing the home he used the
building materials, stone, stucco and decorative brick, typical of Storybook style.

On the north side MacNeil designed a pitched roof one and a half story living room. It
was constructed of decorative clinker brick and was penetrated by two sets of
casement windows each with three wood six over two casements. In the gable he
included a bricked up “false” window (reminiscent of what was often done to Tudor
buildings during the 17t and 18t century in England to avoid paying the unpopular
“window tax.”) On the north side of the living room is an oversized highly decorated
brick chimney, reminiscent of the large chimneys built to accommodate the large
interior fireplaces that were the only source of heat in Medieval England. The
chimney is also built of clinker brick in three distinct sections: the widest section
extends from the ground level to the slate roof, the second section, slightly narrower,
extends approximately 6 feet above the roofline where it tapers in and extends to
above the peak. On the street-facing side the brick is layered to create the illusion of
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columns. The present chimney pots are plain terra-cotta, but most likely the
originals were of decorative terra-cotta.

The front door of 4304 Forest Lane continues the whimsical storybook design: a
solid oak planked door, framed with decorative stonework and protected by a small
porch roof set just above the lintel. Setting the roof just slightly above the door again
continues the whimsical pattern, creating the sense that this house could be home to
hobbits, creatures much shorter than we are and for whom this roof would tower
over their heads. The door is penetrated by a small three over three leaded glass
window and decorated with three separate length iron hinges and iron hardware in
the Tudor Revival style, to give the feeling that a guest walking thru this door is
about to meet Hansel and Gretel...or maybe Goldilocks. Above and to the right of the
front door, again continuing the asymmetrical placement of design elements, are
three leaded casement windows, windows that give the impression that if you look
closely in the dying light of the evening you might catch a glimpse of the one of the
seven dwarves awaiting the return of Snow White.

The rooflines of 4304 Forest Lane also follow the storybook patterns. They are
asymmetrical: incorporating elements of a gambrel roof, the steep pitches of
traditional Tudor revival, as well as clipped gables and the irregular placement of
eaves and varied angles. The roof is shingled with what appears to be its original
slate intentionally laid in irregular patterns varying both in color and shape.

The sides and rear of this home constructed of clinker brick up at the first floor level
and half-timbered rough troweled stucco on the second level and above. The side
walls are penetrated by the original wood double hung six over six windows and
decorated with operational board and batten shutters. A third story casement
window penetrates the eaves.

INTERIOR DESIGN

Consistent with the exterior, the interior of 4304 Forest Lane contains both Tudor
revival and storybook Tudor elements, including varying ceiling heights and designs,
varying window designs, sometimes tucked under eaves, and coffered ceilings, some
natural wood and others painted. The most significant room in 4304 Forest Lane is
its one-and-half-story living room with steeply pitched ceiling with exposed natural
wood beams. Like Tudor halls of the 16t century, the focus of the room is a Tudor
arched stone fireplace with a brick hearthstone surrounded by an ornately carved
natural wood mantelpiece. Two sets of two over six casements reveal the two Tudor
Revival houses that form the cul-de-sac, 4308 Forest Lane, home to Vice President
Richard Nixon from 1957 - 1961, and 4301 Forest Lane, very likely home to General
George Patton during the late 1930s.
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A gothic arched doorway leads to the dining room where three six over six wood
double hung windows overlook the trees of Glover Archbold park, again, reminiscent
of a cottage on the edge of a great medieval forest. On the south wing of the home is a
small sitting room, with natural wood French doors leading to small porch, and two
six over six wood double hung windows overlooking the woods. A stairwell winds
past three leaded glass windows, tucked under an exposed eve leading to the second
floor. A second floor contains three bedrooms and combines Tudor elements such as
leaded casement windows, six over six double windows slanted eves and gothic
arched doorways.

A lower level includes a storybook style stone and plaster fireplace.
THE CONTEXT

4304 Forest Lane forms the centerpiece of a small Tudor world. To its left and to its
right sit two much larger Tudor Revival homes, emphasizing the feel that that the
house is part of a medieval village. Yet by employing the cottage style so typical of
Storybook Tudor, architect Gordon MacNeil emphasized that this home was the focal
point of the three, with the other two homes forming a Tudor backdrop to the real
star of the show - 4304 Forest Lane. Combined, these three homes form a total
picture, an architectural scene that appears as if it has remained unchanged not for
just under a century, but for hundreds of years - a Christmas card image that could
be from the 1930s...or from the 1630s.

4304 Forest Lane reminds us of this quote by the great Victorian art critic, John
Ruskin:

Old buildings are not ours. They belong, partly to those who built them, and partly to
the generations of mankind who are to follow us. The dead still have their right in
them: that which they labored for...we have no right to obliterate. What we ourselves
have built, we are at liberty to throw down. But what other men gave their strength,
and wealth, and life to accomplish, their right over it does not pass away with their
death.!

L “The Seven Lamps of Architecture” by John Ruskin, published in 1849, chapter 6
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE
SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT
PSYCHIATRIC MEDICINE

Period of Significance
1931 - 1954

Significant Dates
1925 - Construction begins on Wesley Heights subdivision
1931 - 4304 Forest Lane is completed
1931 — 1954 - Dr. Ernest Hadley and family reside at 4304 Forest Lane

Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
Gordon Earl MacNeil, Architect
Dr. Ernest Hadley

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Gordon Earl MacNeil, Architect
WC and AN Miller, Builders

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

4304 Forest Lane, NW is part of the Wesley Heights Development; a subdivision that
was one of the earlier examples of suburban development within the District of
Columbia designed to be accessed entirely by automobile. Developers WC and AN
Miller took full advantage of the architectural freedom that designing a community
for automobiles provided, allowing them to design homes in a variety of traditional
styles and to use the site’s topography to incorporate curvilinear streets and homes
tailored to the specifics of their building lot.

Much of the Wesley Heights neighborhood, and all of Forest Lane, NW, was designed
by WC and AN Miller’s lead architect and later director of the firm, Gordon Earl
MacNeil. And while the entire collection of homes on Forest Lane reflect a wide
variety of architectural styles popular in the 1920s and 30s, particularly Colonial
Revival and Tudor Revival, 4304 Forest Lane stands out as the only true cottage style
Storybook Tudor home on Forest Lane in particular as well as in Wesley Heights in
general. This home differs significantly from the more typical Tudor Revival homes
found throughout the District as it reflects not the more ubiquitous, often larger and
more urbane Elizabethan manor, but instead took as its inspiration the more modest
country medieval cottage. But, reflecting the penchant for accuracy of design and of
materials in the late 1920s, 4304 Forest Lane incorporated building materials, a
level of craftsmanship and quality construction techniques clearly cost prohibitive
today.

Equally importantly architect MacNeil clearly designed this unique house specifically
for its unique site - a forested hillside overlooking Glover Archbold park. This home
stands out not only in its rarely found in Washington whimsical design, but also due
to its setting. Designed to appear as an enchanted cottage on the edge of a wood, it
actually sits on the edge of a forest. All of these elements work together to create a
whole greater than the sum of its parts. Remove any of those elements - the home’s
design, the quality of its building materials, and most importantly its location - and
the perfection of this home ceases to exist. But together, there may be no better
example of Storybook architecture in Washington, DC.

Finally, a resident historically significant both to Washington, DC and to the country
atlarge lived at 4304 Forest Lane for more than twenty years. Its first of just two
long time owners, Dr. Ernest Hadley was a pioneer in the emerging study of
psychoanalysis in the 1920s through the 1950s and a leader in the field of psychiatry
in Washington, DC. Recognized by President Harry S Truman, by his peers, and even
a founder of the prestigious William Alanson White Institute for Psychoanalysis, Dr.
Hadley played a key role in Washington, DC history and beyond.
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For reasons both architectural and historical the Dr. Ernest Hadley house at 4304
Forest Lane, NW merits listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Under
Criterion A, this house is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history by typifying a period in the
development of our neighborhoods where a yearning for a simpler past in the form
of a medieval cottage built on the edge of the forest primeval met the future, a world
of automobiles, conveniences such as multiple bathrooms, modern Kitchens and
central heating. Under Criteria B, as this house is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past, given the fact that Dr. Ernest Hadley did some of his most
significant work while residing there. And under Criteria C, as 4304 Forest Lane, NW
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a rare architectural style, Storybook
Tudor, a style unique to the late 1920s and 1930s and almost exclusively found on
the west coast, specifically California, not Washington, DC. This home also employs
extremely high quality construction techniques found in few homes in Washington,
DC - from the use of decorative brick and leaded glass, to the use of stone, brick and
stucco, to its asymmetrical use of wings, dormers and its varying roof pitches and its
use of mixed colored and textured slate. Finally, 4304 Forest Lane was designed by
master architect, Gordon Earl MacNeil, a man who already has four of his buildings
on the National Register, three of which are listed as District Historic Sites.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

STORYBOOK TUDOR - A STYLE RARELY FOUND IN WASHINGTON, DC

By the late 1920s and early 1930s neighborhoods of Upper NW Washington DC were
being developed along the lines of English Garden Suburbs, but with one key
difference: most homes were single family, not attached. At the forefront were new
communities like Wesley Heights and Spring Valley where homes were being built
that were only accessible by that new form of transportation, the automobile. A
group of developers such as WC and AN Miller were transforming formerly rural and
agricultural land as well as woodland into housing estates that combined green
space with traditional architectural styles - typically Colonial Revival, Classical
Revival and Tudor Revival, even Spanish Revival. Then, toward the end of the period
a new vernacular was added, Storybook Tudor.

Storybook Tudor architecture had gotten its start in the 1920s in a place where

creating a fantasy world was big business: Hollywood. In Los Angeles, CA the
Storybook style combined theatrical flair, fine craftsmanship and even humor. The
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style, it has been said, “was the child of the returning WWI veteran, who had
discovered the charms of French and English residential architecture, and the
Hollywood starlet who contributed her imagination and optimism with childlike
enthusiasm.”?

From the 1928 edition of The Builder's Home Catalog:

There was, though, a nostalgia for the pre-machine age that revived the decorative
arts and crafts traditions precipitating the Prairie style, Bungalow, and Period
Revivals. The motion picture screen, with exotic location and period films added to the
desire for architecture real and imagined. At its height, Storybook Style was greatly
influenced by Hollywood and many of its best examples are located in California,
having been designed and built by the craftsman associated with the film industry. The
economic crash of the Great Depression brought an end to the extra cash and fanciful
architecture, and Storybook Style quickly waned.?

Storybook Tudor was an offshoot of Tudor Revival, a style which itself is largely
limited to the decades of 1920s and 1930s. In 1928, in the Builder's Home Catalog,
here is how that style is described:

"The soaring, evanescent spirit of Gothic architecture seems to have little to do with
domestic buildings. And in actuality it is impossible to find such salient features as
high vaulted ceilings, delicate buttresses and real stained glass windows short of a
mediaeval castle. Yet if we look at it in a broader way, if we remember that the desires
for buoyant freedom, for romance itself, are at the core of Gothic architecture we can
find some domestic expression of it. Chief among these are the half-timber houses of
Tudor and Elizabethan England.

The principle behind the Gothic home is one of frankness. That is the exterior is a frank
expression of the interior. The floor plan is first laid out and, regardless of its intricacy,
the exterior is made to reveal what it encloses. Thus the Gothic style is the most flexible
of all. Though symmetry is sacrificed it is more than made up for in the subtle
balancing of parts. The finished result, if carefully watched, will be a beautiful
composition of shapely architectural forms, varied wall surfaces, projecting casements
and rich, decorative detail. For the expression of one’s personality in a home, nothing
could be more pliable, and in the end satisfying."*

As an architectural style, Storybook Tudor all but disappeared once the depression
hit. Charming, whimsical, cozy, reminiscent of long bygone era, it was simply too
expensive to design and build. Building Storybook Tudor homes required the skills

2 Storybook Style: America's Whimsical Homes of the Twenties” by Arrol Gellner, copyright 2001, Studio
Publishers.
% The Builders Home Catalog, copyright 1928, The Builders Home Catalog Co
4
IBID.
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of architects schooled in ancient building techniques and architects sensitive to
myriad of details required to give a whimsical cottage an authentic look. Moreover
this style relied on highly trained craftsmen - wood carvers, stone carvers, masons,
roofers - old world craftsmen who had come from Italy, Spain, Greece and other
parts of southern Europe during the great migrations of the early 1900s. By the
1940s, first with the coming of WWII, then followed by the virtual end of immigration
from countries that had provided a steady stream of skilled workmen (and with the
construction of places like Levittown becoming the norm) homes like the Storybook
Tudor at 4304 Forest Lane were simply no longer constructed in the US.

Today they remain a rarity, homes that will never be built again, and homes that in
the few places where they remain are most often all historically protected, and
virtually all highly valued.

DR ERNEST HADLEY - THE FIRST OWNER 4304 FOREST LANE AND RESIDENT FROM
1931 UNTIL 1954

One of the pioneers in the field of psychoanalysis, Dr. Earnest Hadley was the first
owner of 4304 Forest Lane. He lived there from soon after its construction in 1931
until his death 1954, at the age of 60. A prominent psychiatrist, Dr. Hadley was born
in Alton, Kansas, and a graduate of the University of Kansas Medical School. He
served his internship at the Walter Reed Army Hospital, and later spent a decade at
Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital.

During his years at St. Elizabeth' Hospital Hadley received a thorough training and
gained experience in clinical psychiatry and early on became interested in
psychoanalysis. In this discipline he became readily identified, and he devoted
himself to its promotion and practice during the rest of his career. After leaving his
position at Saint Elizabeth’s in 1930 Dr. Hadley entered private practice. Soon after
that his purchase of 4304 Forest Lane was announced in the October 10, 1931
edition of The Evening Star, Washington’s major newspaper.
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This announcement is a clear reflection on both the prominence of Dr. Hadley
and the prominence of 4304 Forest Lane.

While living at 4304 Forest Lane Dr. Hadley’s made significant contributions to the
relatively new field of psychoanalysis, particularly in the area of tracing a person’s
psychological development to often forgotten events in very early childhood.

The November 1, 1936 edition of The Chicago Tribune reported on a meeting of
American Public Health Association held in New Orleans. In a section entitled
“Habits” the Tribune quoted that Dr. Ernest Hadley attributed human habits of lying,
heavy drinking and excessive smoking to early childhood trauma stating that “...if
repeated these events can create a psychic state called “negativism” which results in
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stubbornness, according to Dr. Hadley. In adult life, he explained, this “inter-personal
hostility” takes the form of contrariness to all suggestions and commands.” >

Dr. Ernest Hadley continued his work in psychoanalysis over a career that spanned
almost 40 years. His work was wide ranging and he was recognized at the highest
level.

* Dr. Hadley received the Selective Service Medal from President Harry S Truman
for his work as Chairman of the Psychiatry Panel of the Army Induction Board at
Fort Myer from 1942 to 1944.

* Dr. Hadley was the Director of the Washington Psychoanalytic Institute.

* Dr. Hadley was a fellow at the American College of Physicians

* Dr. Hadley was a fellow at American Psychiatric Association

* Dr. Hadley organized and from 1933 - 1945 he was Trustee and Secretary of the
William Alanson White Psychiatric Foundation, a precursor to the William
Alanson White Institute in New York City

* Dr. Hadley was The Secretary of the Board on Professional Standards of The
American Psychoanalytic Association

* Dr. Hadley was The Secretary of the Board of the Washington School of
Psychiatry and Director from 1936 to 1943

In 1955, following the death of Dr. Hadley, The Psychoanalytic Review wrote of his
passing

To mention a few of Dr. Hadley' activities, he was Director of the Washington
Psychoanalytic Institute and Consultant to the Corporate Foundation for Research and
Training in Psychiatry. He organized the William Alanson White Psychiatric
Foundation and was its Trustee and Secretary for a period of time. He was active on the
Board on Professional Standards of the American Psychoanalytic Association, where he
served in several capacities, and was one of the originators and co-editor of the journal
Psychiatry.

Dr. Hadley wrote a considerable number of important professional articles and
participated in the meetings of the several medical societies of which he was a
member. His passing is a serious loss not only to his family and many friends but also
to the profession that he graced so prominently.®

THE DEVELOPER: W.C. AND A.N. MILLER

5
6

The Chicago Tribune, November 1, 1936
The Psychoanalytic Review, copyright 1955
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The Hadley residence was one of just a handful of Storybook Tudor homes built by
Developer W.C. and A.N. Miller. Still in existence today, the company’s motto is
“Developers and Builders of Washington’s finest communities and homes.”

The company was founded in 1912 when William Cammack Miller partnered with
his brother Allison Nailor Miller to form W.C. and A.N. Miller Development Company.
For roughly the first ten years of their business, the Miller Brothers constructed and
sold residential properties, largely row houses, in neighborhoods such as Cleveland
Park, Woodley Park, and Petworth. By the 1920s, William and his brother began to
engage in large-scale and comprehensive subdivision developments in some of the
District’s most verdant suburban areas. With their successful company, the Miller
Brothers were responsible for constructing hundreds of detached houses as well as a
number of commercial properties in the Wesley Heights and Spring Valley
subdivision.

A native of Washington, D.C., William C. Miller was born on December 25, 1886. After
attending high school at Eastern High School in D.C., Miller matriculated at Yale
University where he went on to receive his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1911. Allison
N. Miller was born on February 25, 1891, attended Western High School in D.C. and
after graduation he went on to attend George Washington University and later
Cornell University.

William C. Miller Alison N .Miller

Their first project the Miller brothers took on was the construction of two modestly
sized brick dwellings in the Pleasant Plains neighborhood of Washington located at
757-759 Kenyon Street, N.W. designed by the architecture firm of Kendall & Smith.
These homes still exist today. That same year, the Miller Brothers went on to
construct a dwelling and grocery store designed by Benjamin F. Myers (1865-1940)
located at 1147 22rd Street, N.W. With Myers as their architect and after some
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contract work, the Millers began to engage in speculative development and
constructed row houses at a steady pace throughout the city between 1912 and 1917
in neighborhoods such as Petworth and Cleveland Park. By 1918 William and Allison
halted construction to serve their country in World War I. William enlisted in the
Navy and Allison served in Europe with the 437t Engineers.

After the war, the brothers returned to the business of real estate development. In
1923 the company bought several acres of undeveloped land just north of Foxhall
Village and began developing their first subdivision in 1925, Wesley Heights. The
subdivision included hundreds of detached houses designed in a variety of
architectural styles as well as a clubhouse, each designed by the company’s
architectural department, headed by Gordon E. MacNeil. The Miller Brothers were
lauded for seamlessly fitting the development into the lush surrounding landscape.

With one successful
subdivision in their
portfolio, the firm went on
to develop a second
development known as
Spring Valley, beginning in
1929. The Millers
constructed over two
hundred buildings in Spring
Valley including detached
houses and commercial
properties. By 1927 the
company controlled over
three hundred and fifty
Example of W.C. & A.N. Miller Colonial Suburban Home, acres of real estate in the
Washington Post Nov. 11, 1920 District and, by the 1930s,
received recognition for their work in Spring Valley including the 1936 Washington
Board of Trade merit award. But despite these accolades, the company’s work was
not without controversy. As was far too often the custom of the day, many homes
built by the WC and AN Miller Company were sold with restrictive or exclusionary
covenants, barring sales to African Americans or those of Jewish heritage. 7

After the death of his brother William in 1939, Allison continued to serve as the
president of the company and business remained steady. Development continued in
Spring Valley through the 1940s and 1950s. Allison also worked on the Sumner
subdivision in Bethesda, Maryland. In addition his active professional career, Allison
Miller was also active in numerous civic activities in D.C. including his role as the

" civil Rights USA: Housing in Washington, DC, Thurgood Marshall Law Library at the University of Maryland
School of Law, copyright 1962
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director of the Washington Real Estate Board and Washington Brick Company.
Allison died in 1951 while on vacation in San Francisco on his way with his family to
Honolulu. The W.C. & A.N. Miller company remains in operation today and recently
celebrated their 100™ anniversary.

Despite their long and prolific careers, W.C. & A.N. Miller Company remains best
known for their work in Wesley Heights and Spring Valley. Building houses targeted
at the wealthy, it’s interesting to note that the top cost of a house in Spring Valley in
1939 was $45,000 - over $750,000 in today’s money. And more interesting still, the
prices of the homes W.C. & A.N. Miller built are today typically worth far more than
that, meaning the value of their work has actually exceeded inflation.
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With prices reaching $45,000 in 1939, WC and AN Miller’s homes were clearly
marketed toward upper income buyers.
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Both Wesley Heights and Spring Valley were recognized in their day, both for their
architectural variety and for their approach to how its homes fit into the topography
the site.

From the Washington Post, June 2nd, 1940:

W. C. & A. N. Miller Development Co.’s “twenty-eighth anniversary exhibition house”
opens today in Spring Valley. For 28 years “Miller-Built” has been synonymous with
fine architectural design and home construction, standing for quality in structural

fitness, durability, meritorious architecture, comfort, convenience, livability, charm
and good taste.

With developments of Wesley Heights and Spring Valley, the company has given to
Washington a “Garden of Beautiful Homes.” Today, these are established communities
of character where residences of impressive proportions find perfect settings. Nature
provided the land with rolling contours and an abundance of large trees, even brooks
and streams. the developers planned the highways to blend into this environment and
each home is designed to coordinate with contour, location and compass bearings of
the lot.?

Tudor Revival-style house in Wesley Heights.
From “Models of Beauty and Predictability, p. 68.

GORDON MACNEIL - ARCHITECT OF 4304 FOREST LANE, NW

Gordon Earl MacNeil was born in Fort Reno, Oklahoma, on October 7, 1882. He
moved to Washington as boy and later studied architecture at Columbian College,
now George Washington University. He also studied art at the Corcoran School. He
joined the W.C. and A.N. Miller Company, a leading Washington-area real estate

8 The Washington Post, June 2nd, 1940
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development firm, in 1914 and later became a lead architect and a director in the
company.

The first building permit that lists MacNeil as architect was issued on October 4,
1905, for a detached dwelling on Wade Road, SE. He was issued three permits in
1912, and then no others until 1923 when he was issued permits for W.C. and A.N.
Miller buildings. During World War I he worked as a draftsman in the office of the
Surgeon General, U.S. War Department.

The communities of Wesley Heights and Spring Valley in upper Northwest
Washington are MacNeil’s most enduring legacies. As a lead architect and community
builder on behalf of the Miller Company during the 1920s, he designed nearly all of
the dwellings and community buildings in the two neighborhoods. With these
communities, the Miller Company followed nation-wide trends in twentieth-century
suburban development of community building. Real estate developers designed
whole neighborhoods instead of just individual dwellings. Wesley Heights was
developed in 1925 and Spring Valley was developed in 1929.

Wesley Heights and Spring Valley are communities of single-family detached
dwellings with large private yards on lushly landscaped streets. The neighborhoods
also incorporated community centers and parks. These were exclusive residential
communities planned as cohesive entities. Wesley Heights is located southwest of
American University. It is bordered by Nebraska Avenue to the north, New Mexico
Avenue to the east, Garfield Street to the south, and Battery-Kemble Park to the west.
Spring Valley is a very affluent neighborhood with large houses and tree-lined
streets. It is bounded by Massachusetts Avenue to the north, American University to
the east, Nebraska Avenue and Loughboro Road to the south, and Dalecarlia Parkway
to the west.

The neighborhoods comprise houses built in various revival styles, including
Colonial, Dutch Colonial, Spanish Colonial, and Tudor. Most of the dwellings are two-
story, five-bay, brick- or stone-faced structures with gabled roofs. MacNeil varied the
materials and building styles within each block to create a harmonious community
that was not homogeneous. Not all of his designs were original, however, and he
sometimes used published plans as foundations for his own designs.

MacNeil also designed the Wesley Heights Community Club, located at 3301-05 45t
Street, NW. The Club, constructed in 1927, was, for many years, the social and
commercial center of the neighborhood. The building is English Revival in style with
modest ornamentation and is typical of early-twentieth century neighborhood
community centers. The building is two stories and is faced with red brick and
stucco. It has multiple gables, limestone quoins, a Chippendale balcony, and three-
sided commercial bay windows. It originally housed clubrooms, a grocery, a
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pharmacy with a small post office, and the Miller Company real estate office and was
listed in the D.C. Inventory of Historic Sites in March of 1997.

In 1936, MacNeil designed the grocery store (originally Spring Valley DGS Market)
and gas station (originally Esso) located at 4860 and 4866 Massachusetts Avenue.
These brick buildings were listed in the National Register of Historic Places in
August, 2003. His last major project was the Garfinckel’s satellite department store
in Spring Valley, constructed in 1942.

MacNeil lived in Hyattsville, Maryland with his brother, Donald. Gordon E. MacNeil
worked for the Miller Company until his death in 1945.

LISTED BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON, DC DESIGNED BY GORDON EARL MACNEIL:

Wesley Heights Community Club - DC Historic Site
3301-05 45t Street NW (built 1927)

Pine Crest Manor - DC Historic Site
2323 Porter Street NW (built 1929)

Grocery Store and Gas Station - National Register of Historic Places
4860, 4866 Mass. Avenue NW (built 1936)

Garfinkel’s Spring Valley Store - DC Historic Site
4820 Mass. Avenue NW (built 1942)
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Store and gas station, Garfinckel’s Spring Valley,

4860 and 4866 Massachusetts Avenue, 1968. 4820 Massachusetts Ave, 1968.
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

4304 Forest Lane, NW is nestled between two Tudor Revival houses, forming a
“Tudor Village” around the cul-de-sac that forms the nexus of Forest Lane. Flanking
4304 is a large Tudor home to the south, 4308 Forest Lane, which was home to Vice
President Richard Nixon from 1957 - 1961, when he was Vice President to President
Dwight D Eisenhower. To the northwest sets 4301 Forest Lane, a house that
according to neighborhood lore was home to General George Patton during the late
1930s. If true, most likely this was between 1938 and the early 1940s when Patton
was assigned to Fort Myer as Commander of the 3rd Cavalry.
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Other State agency

Federal agency
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University
Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

Washington, DC

County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

.26 acres

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 38.927042

2. Latitude:

3. Latitude:

4. Latitude:

Or

UTM References

Longitude: -77.084149
Longitude:
Longitude:

Longitude:

Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927

or

NAD 1983
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1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Square 1619, Lot 0078 in the District of Columbia. This triangular lot for approx. 40
feet borders on the west a cul-de-sac that forms the end of Forest Lane, NW. The
southern lot line runs approx. 120 feet, abutting the Square 1619, Lot 0089. The
northern lot line runs approx. 180 feet, abutting a 10-foot wide public alley right of way
(alley never built) which separates Lot 0078 from Square 1619, Lot 0071. The eastern
lot line runs approx. 80 feet, abutting the Glover Archbold Park (National Park Service
Property.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Original extent of property

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Paul DonVito — member OBPB

organization: Off Boundary Preservation Brigade

street & number: 4409 Greenwich Pkwy, NW

city or town: Washington state: DC_ zip code:__ 20007
e-mail pauldonvito@rcn.com

telephone:  202.375.4662

date: June 17, 2015
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

»  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

"Site Plan from ArcGIS (viewed June 13, 2015)"
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Dr. Ernest Hadley House

City or Vicinity: Washington, DC

County: N/A State: DC
Photographer: various

Date Photographed: various

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 0f 15
General View of facade looking east, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
(courtesy homevisit.com)

20f15
General View of facade looking east, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
Photographer: Paul DonVito

3 0f15

Detailed view looking east, front door with Tudor Revival Hardware penetrated
by three over three window. Side view detail of wood two over six casement
windows, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito

4 of 15
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Detailed view looking southeast of porch supports, slate roof and wood leaded
glass casement windows, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito

50f15
Detailed view looking east of gable end, clinker brick and false “bricked in”
window, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito

6 of 15

South elevation, highlighting decorative Tudor Revival chimney, clinker brick,
rough troweled stucco and steeply pitched slate roof, 4304 Forest Lane, NW,
Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito

7 of 15
Interior, one and half story exposed beam living room with oversized Tudor
Revival Fireplace, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

8 of 15
Interior, looking west through leaded glass casement windows, 4304 Forest Lane,
NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

9 of 15
Interior, view from living room to dining room, looking through gothic arches,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

10 of 15
Interior, living room, looking west through two over six wood casement windows,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

11 of 15
Interior, library, looking west through French doors onto porch, 4304 Forest
Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

12 of 15
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Interior, details of woodwork and handrails, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington,
DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

13 of 15
Interior, Storybook Tudor stone and stucco fireplace, 4304 Forest Lane, NW,
Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

14 of 15
Exterior, view from rear of Hadley house, looking east over Glover Archbold Park,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)

15 of 15
Site map, showing boundaries as well as public alley right of way (alley never
built,) 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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General View of facade looking east, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
(courtesy homevisit.com)
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2 of 15

General View of facade looking east, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
Photographer: Paul DonVito
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3 of 15

Detailed view looking east, front door with Tudor Revival Hardware penetrated
by three over three window. Side view detail of wood two over six casement
windows, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito
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4 of 15

Detailed view looking southeast of porch supports, slate roof and wood leaded
glass casement windows, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito
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50f15
Detailed view looking east of gable end, clinker brick and false “bricked in”
window, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito
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6 of 15

South elevation, highlighting decorative Tudor Revival chimney, clinker brick,
rough troweled stucco and steeply pitched slate roof, 4304 Forest Lane, NW,
Washington, DC

Photographer: Paul DonVito
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7 of 15

Interior, one and half story exposed beam living room with oversized Tudor
Revival Fireplace, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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8 of 15

Interior, looking west through leaded glass casement windows, 4304 Forest Lane,
NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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9 of 15

Interior, view from living room to dining room, looking through gothic arches,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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10 of 15

Interior, living room, looking west through two over six wood casement windows,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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11 of 15

Interior, library, looking west through French doors onto porch, 4304 Forest
Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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12 of 15

Interior, details of woodwork and handrails, 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington,
DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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13 of 15

Interior, Storybook Tudor stone and stucco fireplace, 4304 Forest Lane, NW,
Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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14 of 15
Exterior, view from rear of Hadley house, looking east over Glover Archbold Park,

4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
(courtesy homevisit.com)
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15 of 15
Site map, showing boundaries as well as public alley right of way (alley never

built,) 4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC
(courtesy homevisit.com)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,

1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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< of every detail make Spring Valley

Other New Spring Valley Homes 10 845,000 “the garden of beautiful homes.”
& You are ioviled 1o visit the new Miller
Built Homes in Spring Valley, and ask our

To reach the new Miller-Buiflt Homes, drive out Wassa. representatives for a copy of the basic

chuscits Avenue, just bayond dAmaerican Unfversity turnm | specifications for Dliller-Built Homes.
ieft on Fordham Road to Tilden Street, t:heek these mzainst any hoeme you're cons
e ~idering. and then check them with Miller-

L] Built Homes which contain all and move,

W. C. and A. N. MILLER

Developeras of Spring Valley and Wesley Heights
1119 17ih Street NW, Dlstrict 4464

W.C. and A.N. Miller Spring Valley advertisement - May 28th, 1939 (Washington Post)

With prices reaching $45,000 in 1939, WC and AN Miller’s homes were clearly
marketed toward upper income buyers.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Hadley House Washington, DC
Name of Property County and State

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

»  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

“

"Site Plan from ArcGIS (viewed June 13, 2015)"
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Hadley House Washington, DC

Name of Property County and State

T

14 of 15

Exterior, view from rear of Hadley house, looking east over Glover Archbold Park,
4304 Forest Lane, NW, Washington, DC

(courtesy homevisit.com)
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